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In  former  Reports  I have  called  attention  to  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  impede  the  action  of  Sanitary  Authorities  and  their 
Officers  in  their  efforts  to  limit  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases ; 
and  as  both  small  pox  and  scarlet  fever  have  prevailed  during" 
the  year  in  several  of  the  districts  of  the  Sanitary  Combination 
to  a much  g-reater  extent  than  in  either  of  the  three  previous 
ones,  I think  it  desirable  ag-ain  to  offer  a few  remarks  on  the 
same  subject,  and  to  point  out  the  connection  that  exists  between 
the  degree  of  alarm  with  which  they  are  respectively  regarded 
by  the  public,  and  the  amount  of  success  that  has  attended  the 
steps  taken  to  check  their  progress. 

Scarlet  fever— though  at  times  one  of  the  most  malignant 
and  fatal  diseases  to  which  the  young  are  more  especially 
subject — is  so  frequently  seen  in  a very  mild  form,  that  among 
the  poorer  classes  it  is  considered  quite  an  unimportant  com- 
plaint, and  the  fact  that  one  child  in  a family  has  ‘‘a  slight  attack 
of  scarlatina,”  is  scarcely  held  to  be  a sufficient  reason  even  for 
obtaining  medical  advice,  while  the  rest  of  the  children  continue 
to  play  with  others,  or  are  sent  to  school  just  as  usual,  until  they 
in  their  turn  fall  ill,  having  in  the  interim  spread  the  infection 
among  their  schoolfellows  and  playmates  in  every  direction.  In 
country  villages  the  elementary  schools  are  in  many  cases  at- 
tended by  children  coming  from  outlying  and  widely  scattered 
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places,  and  fresh  centres  of  infection  are  thus  established  to  a 
g'reater  extent,  and  more  often,  than  in  towns,  where  for  the  most 
part  the  pupils  attending  any  particular  school  come  from  the 
immediate  neighbourhood ; so  that  instances  have  repeatedly 
come  to  my  knowledge  in  which  the  complaint  has  been  thus  pro- 
pagated in  a severe  and  fatal  form — although  the  earliest  cases 
that  could  be  traced,  may  have  been  of  the  mildest  type — and 
had  passed  almost  unheeded.  When  infection  has  thus  made  its 
way  into  an  elementary  village  school,  I have  found  by  experience 
that  its  further  spread  is  mere  surely  and  rapidly  averted  if  the 
school  be  closed  for  a time,  than  by  the  mere  exclusion  of  all  the 
children  of  families  known  to  be  infected ; and  for  the  simple 
reason  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  only  a portion  of  the 
cases  become  known  either  to  the  sanitary  authorities  or  to  the 
school  managers,  and  that  any  such  exclusion  as  is  practicable, 
being  too  often  incomplete,  would  necessarily  be  unsuccessful. 
The  Sanitary  Authority  is  at  present  without  power  to  require 
any  such  closing  of  a school  for  the  purpose  indicated  ; but  I 
have  hitherto  found  that  school  managers,  with  rare  exceptions, 
have  acted  on  the  recommendations  that  I have  made ; the  certi- 
ficate which  I subsequently  gave  them  (stating  the  cause  and 
duration)  being  accepted — in  lieu  of  the  corresponding  atten- 
dances— for  the  purposes  of  the  grant  from  the  Education  De- 
partment. During  the  current  year,  however,  the  managers  of  one 
of  the  elementary  schools  at  Thatcham,  in  the  Newbury  Union, 
declined  to  comply  with  my  request,  and  continued  to  keep  it 
open,  although  the  other  two  in  the  village  had  been  closed.  The 
duration  of  the  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  was  in  my  opinion  very 
decidedly  prolonged  by  their  action,  as  most  of  the  cases  that 
occurred  afterwards  were  clearly  traced  to  this  school;  and 
although  I fully  recognize  the  objection  that  may  be  fairly  urged 
against  any  avoidable  shortening  of  the  brief  educational  oppor- 
tunities of  the  children  attending  elementary  schools,  I am  dis- 
tinctly of  opinion  that  Sanitary  Authorities  should  have  the 
power  of  requiring  them  to  be  temporarily  closed  when,  on  the 
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advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  they  are  satisfied  that  ii 
is  necessary  for  the  more  rapid  and  effectual  stamping'  out  of 
infectious  diseases. 

I have  said  that  the  infectiousness  of  scarlet  fever,  at  any 
rate  in  its  lighter  forms,  is  practically  disregarded  amongst  the 
lower  classes ; very  different  is  it  with  small  pox — in  the 
majority  of  cases,  information  of  an  attack  reaches  the 
Sanitary  Authority  almost  as  soon  as  its  nature  is  recognised ; 
and  although  the  disease  has  been  imported  into  various  districts 
cn  twenty  different  occasions  during  the  current  year,  in  seven- 
teen it  did  not  spread  beyond  the  house  first  infected  (being 
limited  to  the  first  attack  in  eleven  instances),  and  in  two  of  the 
remaining  three  it  did  not  go  beyond  the  single  .row  of  cottages 
which  were  infected  before  the  Sanitary  Authority  was  informed 
of  its  having  broken  out.  In  dealing  with  small  pox  there  is  but 
little  difficulty  in  keeping  the  neighbours  out  of  the  house  oc- 
cupied by  the  patient,  and  the  special  powers  possessed  by  the 
relief  Authority  of  paying  expenses  incurred  in  checking  its 
spread,  afford  facilities  for  dealing  with  it  which  do  not  exist  as 
regards  other  infectious  diseases ; I have,  therefore,  in  every 
case  occurring  among  the  poor,  and  where  it  was  not  practicable 
to  completely  separate  the  healthy  from  the  sick,  or  to  remove 
them  to  another  house,  advised  the  Authority  to  furnish  neces- 
saries, and  pay  wages  on  the  conditio7i  that  the  whole  family 
was  confined  to  its  own  premises  till  they  were  certified  free  from 
infection  ; and  to  this  precaution,  rigidly  carried  out,  under  the 
constant  superintendence  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I attribute 
even  more  than  to  the  regular  disinfection,  and  other  sanitary 
measures  that  were  adopted,  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
efforts  to  stamp  it  out  wherever  it  made  its  appearance. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparative  severity  of  the  scarlet  fever 
outbreaks,  which  have  occasioned  eighty-two  deaths  during  the 
year  (or  nearly  twice  the  number  due  to  this  disease  in  the  pre- 
ceding one),  and  the  seventeen  deaths  caused  by  small  pox — of 
which  some  fifty  cases  have  ,come  to  my  knowledge, — the  entire 
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mortality  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  has  diminished  by 
seventeen,  i.  from  288  to  271;  and  if  we  exclude  these  two 
complaints  from  the  calculation,  the  diminution  is  still  more 
striking-  — the  figures  for  the  two  years  being  242  and  172  respec- 
tively. Enteric  fever,  essentially  the  “ filth  ” disease,  has  appeared 
but  to  a very  limited  extent,  excepting  in  the  two  districts  of 
Maidenhead  and  Windsor,  in  which  it  broke  out  on  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  winter  fioods,  causing  there  15  deaths  out  of  28 
occasioned  by  it  in  the  entire  sanitary  combination — to  show 
the  great  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  and  from 
phthisis,  as  well  as  from  all  causes,  I subjoin  a summary  of  the 
mean  yearly  deaths  for  the  ten  years,  1861-71,  as  compared  with 
those  for  1877  for  the  whole  of  the  combined  districts.  The 
upper  line  is  abstracted  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns, 
and  as  it  includes  the  deaths  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  which  is  not 
in  the  Sanitary  Combination,  the  figures  for  the  year  1877  are 
calculated  from  the  actual  deaths  for  a population  of  the  same 
amount  as  that  estimated  by  him. 


Mean  Yearly  Deaths  from  1861-71,  and  in  1877. 


Year. 

All  Causes 

Chief  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Small  Pox. 

6171 

2,67s 

...  34^  • 

..  13 

1877 

2,492 

...  273  ...  18 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Enteric 

, and  continued 

Phthisis 

..  69 

Fevers 

.*•  7^  ••• 

316 

..  86 

...  3^  ... 

272 
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TABLES  OF  STATISTICS. 

The  Tables  at  the  end  of  this  Report  are  for  the  most  part 
similar  in  form  to  those  I have  hitherto  adopted,  and  it  will  be 
convenient  briefly  to  explain  them  here. 

Table  f.  gives  a summary  of  the  principal  results  of  the 
Census  of  1871  for  the  Registration  and  Sanitary  Districts  in- 
cluded in  the  combination,  together  with  the  estimated  numbers 
living  in  each  district  at  the  middle  of  the  year ; the  number  of 
births,  and  the  “corrected  ” deaths  (from  which  those  occurring 
in  the  lunatic  asylums  are  excluded,  while  those  in  union  houses 
are  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  respective  rural  and  urban 
districts);  together  with  the  corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  living. 

Table  ii.  gives  details  (compiled  from  the  Census  Tables  of 
1871)  of  the  actual  number  of  persons  of  each  sex  living  in 
registration  districts  within  various  limits  of  age.  In  the  second 
division  I have  calculated  the  proportions  of  each  sex  and  age, 
referred  to  an  uniform  population  of  10,000  persons.  It  is  thus 
easy  to  compare  one  district  with  another  as  to  any  proportionate 
excess  or  deficiency  of  persons  living  at  any  given  age — a very 
important  element  in  estimating  the  sanitary  value  of  the  actual 
death  rates  at  various  ages.  The  third  division  gives  the  occupa- 
tions or  social  status  of  the  population  above  20  years  of  age  for 
each  district. 

Table  iii.  applies  to  registration  districts  and  sub-districts, 
giving  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  of  the 
year,  the  totals  of  each  sex  for  the  year,  and  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths.  It  will  be  noted  that  while  the  number  of  births 
w^'as  slightly  below  that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  deaths  were 
more  numerous  by  42,  and  the  natural  increase  in  the  population 
during  the  year  from  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  amounted 
to  1,769. 
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Table  iv.  g-ives  in  detail  the  ages  at  death  for  registration  and 
sanitary  districts,  and  for  public  institutions.  Of  late  years  still- 
born children  appear  among  the  deaths  returned  by  the  registrar; 
these  and  prematurely  born  or  feeble  infants  dying  in  their  first 
week  I have  again  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  infantile 
deaths;  they  numbered  go  out  of  a total  of  2,385  at  all  ages  (or 
a little  less  than  four  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality)  and  it  is 
I think  desirable  so  to  separate  them  from  the  ordinary  returns 
of  deaths  for  the  purposes  of  sanitary  statistics. 

Table  v.  is  a return  of  pauper  sickness  and  mortality  in 
sanitary  districts,  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  information  on  which  it  is  based 
being  copies  of  the  weekly  returns  of  new  cases  of  pauper  sick- 
ness attended  by  the  district  medical  officers,  furnished  to  me  by 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  unions.  The  necessity  for  returning 
each  case  in  time  for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  guardians, 
although  there  may  have  been  little  opportunity  for  deciding 
on  its  exact  nature,  and  the  varying  practice  of  different  unions 
as  to  the  readiness  with  which  orders  for  medical  relief  are 
granted,  renders  it  impossible  to  rely  on  these  returns  in  estima- 
ting either  the  true  amount  or  the  nature  of  the  sickness  occurring 
among  the  poor  of  the  respective  unions.  The  returns  of  “pauper 
deaths  in  the  districts,  where  I have  been  able  to  obtain  them,  are 
even  of  less  value ; they  simply  indicate  the  number  and  causes 
of  death  of  persons  buried  at  the  cost  of  the  unions.  No  other 
information  as  to  “pauper”  deaths  as  such  is  attainable. 

Table  vi.  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  both  in 
registration  and  sanitary  districts.  A considerable  number  (64) 
of  entries  appear  under  the  heading  “ Causes  not  given  or  ill- 
defined  but  they  are  not  so  numerous  as  in  previous  years; 
and  as  regards  inquests,  the  vague  verdicts,  “ natural  causes,”  or 
“visitation  of  God,”  appear  to  be  almost  stereotyped,  when  the 
cause  of  death  was  not  some  evident  violence. 

Table  vii.  is  compiled  (with  a few  additions,  distinguished  by 
alphabetical  headings  instead  of  numbers)  in  accordance  with 
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the  form  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  It  gives  a 
variety  of  details  as  to  population,  births,  and  deaths,  ages  at 
death,  numbers  dying  from  the  more  important  diseases  below 
and  above  the  age  of  five  years,  and  the  death  rate  per  i,ooo 
for  all  the  parishes,  or  groups  of  parishes,  and  the  public 
institutions  included  in  the  respective  registration  and  sanitary 
districts.  It  also  gives  the  ‘‘corrected^’  death  rates  for  the  latter. 
This  Table  will  in  time  furnish  valuable  evidence  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  areas  to  which  it  relates,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
obtained  from  a record  of  their  mortality. 

The  remaining  Tables  (with  the  exception  of  xii.*)  deal,  not 
with  the  actual  numbers,  but  with  proportional  rates,  thus  : — 

Table  viii.  is  the  complement  of  iv.,  and  gives  the  percentage 
of  total  deaths  occurring  in  each  group  of  ages  for  registration 
and  for  sanitary  districts. 

Table  ix.  gives  for  the  first  time  the  birth  rates,  both  in  registra- 
tion and  in  sanitary  districts ; as  the  birth  returns  previously  made 
to  me  did  not  distinguish  those  in  the  different  sanitary  areas 
included  in  some  cases  in  the  same  registration  district.  It  also 
gives  the  relative  proportion  of  total  deaths,  and  of  deaths  under 
one  year,  to  births. 

Table  x.  gives  the  death  rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  esti- 
mated to  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  Table  xi.  the  percentage 
rate  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  registration  and  sanitary  dis- 
tricts from  the  most  important  classes  of  disease. 

Table  xii.  contains  the  returns  made  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances  of  the  sanitary  work  done  in  their  respective  districts 
during  the  year. 


* Erratum. — In  Table  VII.  the  death  rates  for  Egham  and  Windsor  sub-districts 
should  be  lyo  and  20‘2  instead  of  i6'i  and  i6'6  as  printed. 


10 


NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Georg-e  Marshall. 

The  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  this  district  that  has 
been  effected  by  the  sanitary  work  of  the  last  four  .years,  may 
be  estimated  in  some  degree  from  the  greatly  diminished 
proportion  of  nuisances  discovered  to  premises  inspected,  as 
compared  with  that  of  former  years.  The  ratio  has  fallen  from 
a fourth  in  1875,  and  a fifth  in  1876,  to  nearly  a seventh  in  1877  — 
the  total  number  of  nuisances  reported  by  the  Inspector  having 
been  185  on  1,267  premises  visited,  and  the  whole  of  these  have 
been  abated  without  the  necessity  for  legal  proceedings  in  any 
case.  I attribute  this  result  to  the  careful  detailed  survey  of  the 
entire  district  which  was  completed  by  the  Inspector  the  year 
before  last,  and  the  regular  and  systematic  supervision  that  has 
been  since  kept  up.  There  is  much  more  readiness  shewn  to 
carry  out  the  suggestions  offered — whether  to  owners  or  occupiers 
of  premises,  than  was  at  first  met  with. 

The  question  of  the  drainage  of  Thatcham  has  been  the 
subject  of  a local  enquiry  by  Major  Tulloch,  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  with  reference  to  the  plans  prepared  by 
Messrs.  Ripley  & Simmonds  for  this  purpose.  These  were 
accepted  by  the  Board  on  his  report ; subsequently,  attempts 
were  made  to  obtain  further  delay,  under  the  belief  that  some  less 
complete  improvement  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  place, 
and  that  there  would  be  a saving  of  expense ; but  no  satisfactory 
alternative  was  proposed,  and  in  the  end  the  original  plan  was 
confirmed  and  it  will  be  carried  out  when  the  necessary  prelimi- 
naries are  completed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  small  pox  appeared  both  at 
Leckhampstead  and  Thatcham ; the  infection  in  both  instances 


1 1 

was  brought  from  London,  and  as  it  appeared  likely  that  similar 
importations  of  disease  might  be  looked  for  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  epidemic  in  the  Metropolis,  I laid  the  circumstances 
of  the  attacks  before  both  the  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  Newbury,  with  the  view  of  bringing  about  some 
common  action  for  the  provision  of  a hospital  for  the  reception  of 
such  cases  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Act.  The  Urban 
Authority  thereupon  agreed  to  confer  with  the  Rural  on  the 
matter,  and  it  was  resolved  that  such  accommodation  should  be 
provided  for  the  reception,  both  of  pauper  and  non-pauper  cases, 
and  that  enquiries  be  made  by  the  local  inspectors  and  myself  as 
to  a site  suitable  for  such  a purpose.  I subsequently  examined 
and  reported  on  two  plots  of  land,  one  of  which  I considered  to 
be  exceedingly  well  suited  for  the  erection  of  such  a building, 
and  there  was  a roomy  cottage  upon  it,  which  might  with  com- 
paratively little  alteration  have  been  utilized  for  the  reception  of 
a few  cases ; but  objections  as  to  the  risk  of  infection  having  been 
raised  by  residents,  whose  houses  were  in  my  opinion  amply 
secured  by  distance  from  the  proposed  hospital  against  any  such 
occurrence — the  authority  took  no  further  steps  in  the  matter, 
and  happily  the  necessity  for  such  a provision  did  not  arise.  In 
the  absence  of  a hospital,  the  few  cases  that  occurred  were 
necessarily  treated  at  their  own  houses,  especial  precautions 
being  adopted  (at  the  cost  of  the  authority)  in  every  instance  to 
limit  the  mischief  to  the  infected  house  ; to  carry  this  out,  it  was 
necessary  to  pay  wages  in  order  to  keep  the  working  members 
of  the  family  from  going  about — to  supply  all  necessaries,  nurse, 
and  (after  recovery)  to  replace  any  bedding  and  clothing*  which 
had  to  be  destroyed  because  it  could  not  be  properly  disinfected. 
A good  part  of  this  expense  might  have  been  saved  if  the  first 
case  could  have  been  at  once  removed  from  the  house  to  a 
hospital.  In  addition  to  the  precautions  taken  where  the  disease 
actually  appeared,  special  notices  as  to  vaccination  and  re-vacci- 
nation were  posted  throughout  the  district,  and  every  effort  made 
to  encourage  both  these  invaluable  safeguards  against  infection. 
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In  the  attacks  at  Leckhampstead,  three  persons  out  of  a 
family  of  eight  took  the  disease : the  uninfected  members  were 
removed  to  an  empty  cottage,  and  kept  there  till  the  patients  had 
recovered,  and  the  premises,  &c.,  had  been  disinfected.  At 
Thatcham,  the  first  case  was  that  of  a lad  who  came  down  from 
London  in  January,  while  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint,  the 
nature  of  which  had  not  been  recognised.  The  house  was  roomy, 
and  effectual  isolation  was  maintained  without  difficulty,  the 
other  inmates  were  re-vaccinated,  and  no  other  case  occurred. 
In  April,  another  case  was  brought  into  the  villag’e  from  Dartford, 
in  Kent,  the  widow  of  a man  who  had  died  there  of  small  pox 
having  been  permitted  to  come  to  Thatcham  six  days  afterwards, 
on  her  informing  her  medical  attendant  that  she  had  had  the 
disease  in  childhood  (this  was  incorrect),  her  clothing,  &c.,  having 
been  disinfected.  She  was  sickening  for  the  attack  at  the  time 
of  her  journey,  and  the  case  ended  fatally — two  persons  in  the 
same  and  adjoining  cottages  had  been  infected  in  the  meantime, 
but  the  mischief  was  prevented  from  spreading,  the  precautions 
already  indicated  being  carried  out  under  the  watchful  super- 
vision of  the  Inspector,  acting  under  my  instructions. 

As  regards  small  pox,  little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  keeping 
persons  from  putting  themselves  in  the  way  of  infection  know- 
ingly; this,  unfortunately,  is  not  the  case  with  scarlet  fever,  as  to 
which  but  little  alarm  is  felt,  although  the  mortality  caused  by  it 
has  greatly  exceeded  that  of  all  the  other  zymotic  diseases  put 
together ; twenty-eight  out  of  forty  deaths  in  that  class  having 
been  due  to  it.  This  fact,  and  the  mildness  of  a large  proportion 
of  the  attacks,  many  of  which  are  allowed  by  the  poorer  classes 
to  run  their  course  without  any  medical  treatment  whatever, 
account  for  the  comparative  failure  of  the  sanitary  measures 
adopted  to  prevent  its  spread.  It  has  prevailed  to  a considerable 
extent  in  Thatcham  parish  during  the  last  four  months  of  the 
year,  and  caused  I2  deaths  there.  The  infection  is  believed 
to  have  been  brought  into  the  village  from  a place  in  the 
Wantage  Union.  At  my  request  the  managers  of  two  of  the  three 
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elementary  schools  closed  them  for  a time,  and  from  the  date 
that  they  did  so,  scarcely  a case  occurred  among  the  families 
whose  children  had  attended  them.  The  third  school  was  kept 
open  through  the  whole  of  the  outbreak,  contrary  to  my  advice, 
and  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  (to  whom  I reported  on  the  subject) 
though  desirous  that  it  should  be  closed,  were  entirely  without 
power  to  insist  on  this  precaution  being  carried  out — cases  still 
continued  to  occur  amongst  the  children  who  attended  there,  and 
the  managers  of  the  other  schools  very  naturally  complained  of 
their  being  unjustly  weighted  in  the  competition  for  scholars  by 
their  adoption  of  the  measure  I had  urged  them  to  carry  out  in 
order  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease.  My  view  of  the  whole 
question  is  given  more  fully  in  the  general  remarks  prefacing 
this  report,  but  in  my  opinion,  the  outbreak  would  have  come  to 
an  end  much  earlier  than  it  did,  if  all  the  schools  in  the  infected 
area  had  been  closed  at  the  same  time.  The  assistance  of  a 
trained  nurse  from  the  Nursing  Institution  at  Newbury  was 
obtained  during  the  latter  part  of  the  epidemic,  to  take  the  super- 
vision of  all  the  cases  then  existing  as  to  necessary  disinfection 
and  isolation,  as  well  as  of  the  mere  nursing  of  the  sick,  and  with 
great  benefit  not  only  to  the  actual  sufferers,  but  also  to  the  rest 
of  the  villagers. 

There  were  outbreaks  of  the  disease  also  at  Welford,  Oare 
Leckhampstead  (4  deaths),  Donnington  (3  deaths),  Greenham  (3 
deaths),  Speen,  Easton,  Woolhampton  (2  deaths),  and  Winter- 
bourne (2  deaths) ; but  although  some  of  the  attacks  were  of  an 
exceedingly  malignant  type,  and  several  ended  fatally,  the 
infection  did  not  in  any  instance  spread  beyond  the  first  batch  of 
cases  that  came  to  my  knowledge — very  careful  precautions 
being  taken  (and  maintained  as  strictly  as  possible)  by  the 
Inspector,  acting  under  my  advice. 

With  the  exception  of  scarlet  fever  and  small  pox,  but  little 
zymotic  disease  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  appearance  of  enteric  fever  has  been 
reported  to  me  on  three  occasions.  Two  of  these  referred  to 
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limited  outbreaks  at  Stroud  Green,  where  the  character  of  the 
water  supply  is  very  unsatisfactory ; but  the  remedy,  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  locality,  is  not  easily  obtainable  until  the  mains 
of  the  new  Water  Company  are  laid  as  far  as  the  cottages  in 
question.  Two  deaths  only  were  registered  from  this  disease. 

The  total  mortality  for  the  year  amounted  to  239 — 29  deaths 
being  returned  as  occurring  among  out-paupers.  This  number 
is  39  in  excess  of  the  return  for  1876,  in  which  year  the  deaths 
were  unusually  few— -the  present  increase  is  mainly  due  to  the 
scarlet  fever  outbreaks,  which  account  for  28  deaths;  and  also  to 
the  greater  fatality  of  phthisis,  hydrocephalus,  and  cancer.  The 
corrected  death  rate,  after  making  a proportional  addition  for 
the  “ Rural  ” share  of  the  deaths  in  the  Union  House  was  19*6 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; being  the  same  as  the  rate 
for  rural  districts  throughout  England  and  Wales  for  the  ten 
years,  1863-73,  and  nearly  the  same  as  the  mean  rate  for  the 
district  during  the  preceding  ttiree  years. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  other  than  those  already 
referred  to,  were  few  in  number,  and  do  not  call  for  remark.  Two 
were  referred  to  diphtheria  and  three  to  croup ; of  other  diseases, 
phthisis  was  the  most  fatal  ; it  occasioned  26,  and  cancer  10  deaths. 
The  mortality  in  infancy  and  early  childhood  was  comparatively 
low,  the  per  centage  of  total  deaths  being  13 ’4  under  one  year, 
and  23*4  under  five  years  ; while  35 ’4  per  cent,  were  above  sixty- 
five  years.  Of  the  deaths  under  five  years,  25  were  due  to 
infantile  tubercular  or  convulsive  disorders,  being  nearly  12  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  mortality.  The  births  were  somewhat  under 
the  average  rate  for  the  combined  district.  They  numbered  373, 
and  were  at  the  rate  of  28-6  per  1,000. 

The  Inspector’s  return  of  sanitary  work  for  the  year  is  given 
in  Table  xii.  Of  the  seven  samples  of  water  which  I analyzed — • 
five  were  found  to  be  much  polluted,  and  one  was  excessively 
bad,  and  altogether  unfit  for  use. 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Benjamin  Sargent. 

In  this  district  the  sanitary  work  of  the  year  has  for  the  most  part 
dealt  only  with  the  abatement  of  ordinary  nuisances,  the  enfor- 
cing of  the  bye-laws,  and  the  supervision  of  such  cases  of  infectious 
disease  as  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Sanitary  Officers. 
The  boundaries  of  the  new  municipal  district  having  now  been 
settled,  so  as  to  include  Speenhamland  and  a part  of  Greenham, 
plans  for  the  proposed  new  sewerage  have  been  prepared  and 
laid  before  the  authority ; and  I trust  that  this  much  needed 
sanitary  improvement  may  be  finally  decided  on,  and  the  work 
commenced  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  Inspector  reports  370 
premises  visited  by  him,  on  less  than  a sixth  of  which  (57)  remov- 
able nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
have  been  abated,  so  far  as  is  practicable  under  the  existing 
system  of  sewage  disposal,  and  of  water  supply.  In  addition, 
about  a thousand  feet  of  main  drains,  and  five  hundred  of 
tributary  drains  have  been  constructed,  and  12  water  closets  with 
six  earth  closets  have  replaced  the  same  number  of  common 
privies. 

Nine  samples  of  water  have  been  analyzed  by  me,  of  which  I 
found  5 exceedingly  impure  and  altogether  unfit  for  domestic 
use.  The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases 
was  brought  by  me  under  the  consideration  of  the  Authority 
(in  connection  with  the  appearance  of  small  pox  in  the  Rural 
District),  and  a Committee  was  appointed;  but  for  the  reasons 
explained  in  the  “ Rural  report,  nothing  was  carried  out. 

There  has  not  been  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  town  during  the  year,  but  from  time  to  time  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  have  occurred,  and  as  information  as  to  non-pauper  cases  is 
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hardly  ever  voluntarily  given,  it  is  but  seldom  that  the  sanitary 
officials  are  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  disease  has 
broken  out,  until  I receive  notice  of  registration  of  a death  occa- 
sioned by  it;  by  which  time  ample  opportunity  has  too  often  been 
given  for  the  spread  of  infection.  Thus,  in  a series  of  attacks 
that  took  place  during  the  autumn,  where  children  belonging 
to  several  families  were  infected  at  schools  to  which  others  came 
from  houses  where  the  disease  was  still  present,  it  was  not  till 
after  one  death  had  been  registered  from  it,  that  I knew  of  its 
existence.  The  school  authorities  were  then  cautioned  by  the 
Inspector  at  my  request,  all  practicable  precautions  were  also 
carried  out  as  regards  the  infected  houses,  and  by  the  close  of 
the  year  the  outbreak  was  almost  at  an  end.  Altogether  nine 
deaths  were  caused  by  it.  A few  attacks  of  enteric  fever  have 
been  reported  to  me,  of  which  three  proved  fatal,  in  all  of  these 
the  drinking  water  was  exceedingly  foul.  In  one  case  much 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  disinfectants  properly  used 
to  the  excreta,  which  were  thrown  into  a closet  used  in  common 
by  the  inmates  of  three  houses.  In  another  instance,  the  persons 
attacked  were  water  drinkers.  The  disease  in  no  case  spread 
beyond  the  house  first  invaded,  and  the  various  attacks  appeared 
to  be  quite  unconnected  with  each  other,  occurring  as  they  did,  at 
intervals  of  from  three  to  five  months,  and  in  distinct  parts  of  the 
town 

Of  the  130  deaths  that  form  the  “ corrected  ” mortality  for  the 
year,  15-7  per  cent,  was  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  and  nearly  half 
of  this  was  caused  by  scarlet  fever,  which  was  by  far  the  most 
fatal  of  these  complaints,  both  in  the  Rural  and  the  Urban  district. 
To  it  is  due  the  increase  of  one  per  1,000  in  the  death  rate,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year — raising  it  to  19*4  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  This  number  is  in  excess  of  the 
mean  rate  for  the  combined  districts,  and  there  is  also  a marked 
difference  in  the  relative  proportions  of  the  mortality  in  infancy 
and  in  advanced  life,  as  compared  with  the  Rural  district  (see 
Table  VIII.);  the  figures  being  nearly  reversed  in  the  two  districts.  • 
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The  births  registered  numbered  189,  being  at  the  rate  of  28*3  per 
1,000,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births  was 
12*7.  Nearly  half  the  deaths  in  the  Urban  district  under  the  age 
of  five  years  were  registered  as  caused  by  the  wasting  or  convul- 
sive diseases  of  infancy,  so  largely  due  to  bad  food  or  nursing, 
and  to  faulty  sanitary  conditions ; in  the  Rural  area,  the  proportion 
of  deaths  thus  caused  at  the  same  ages  did  not  much  exceed 
one«third. 

SPEENHAMLAND  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  B.  Salisbury. 

The  house-to-house  survey  made  in  the  two  preceding  years 
having  resulted  in  the  removal  or  improvement  of  the  more 
obvious  sanitary  shortcomings  of  the  district,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  dealt  with  until  the  new  sewerage  works  are  carried 
out,  the  Inspector  reports  85  premises  inspected  during  the 
current  year,  and  1 1 ordinary  nuisances  detected  and  abated. 
The  only  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  have  been  a few 
attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  causing  two  deaths,  and  one  of  diph- 
theria, which  also  proved  fatal.  One  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases 
was  that  of  a house-painter’s  apprentice,  who  appears  to  have 
taken  the  complaint  while  working  near  Reading,  but  passed 
through  his  illness  and  died  at  Speenhamland.  The  infection 
was  carried  from  the  house  where  he  died,  through  the  medium 
of  the  servant  of  the  house,  to  Donnington  village  (in  the  New- 
bury rural  district)  where  her  friends  lived,  and  she  went  home 
to  sleep.  In  due  course  the  complaint  appeared  there  and 
spread  to  two  or  three  families  living  very  near  together,  causing 
two  deaths.  As  soon  as  the  existence  of  the  disease  was  known 
to  me  the  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  further  mis- 
chief, and  its  further  progress  was  stopped. 
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The  corrected  deaths  for  the  year  amounted  to  22,  equivalent 
to  a rate  of  19*5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The 
births  were  29,  or  at  the  rate  of  25  7 per  1,000 — nearly  forty- 
three  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  occurred  under  the  age  of 
five  years. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Charles  Snell. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  special  hospital  accommoda- 
tion for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  brought  by  me  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Authority  early  in  the  year,  in  consequence 
of  the  occurrence  of  a series  of  cases  of  small  pox,  the  first  of 
which  probably  took  the  infection  from  a young  man  who  came 
from  London  while  sickening  for  the  complaint  (of  which  he  died) 
at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  at  his  home  at  New  Town. 
These  parties  could  only  have  met  for  a few  minutes  at  the  Rail- 
way Station,  but  the  time  from  the  date  of  meeting,  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  case  agrees  with  the  regular  period  of 
incubation,  and  no  other  probable  history  of  infection  could  be 
made  out.  This  patient  was  removed  to  the  Union  Infirmary, 
where  he  died,  and  the  infection  spread  to  several  inmates  of  the 
House,  as  also  to  the  nurse  of  the  adjoining  fever  ward,  who  in 
the  interim  had  left,  and  gone  to  friends  in  the  town.  Two 
separate  centres  of  infection  were  thus  set  up,  the  persons 
attacked  in  the  House  being  for  the  most  part  aged  and  infirm 
paupers,  several  of  whom,  unable  to  resist  the  poison,  died 
without  the  disease  developing  itself  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
There  were  four  or  five  attacks  of  persons  living  for  the  most 
part  near  the  Union,  some  of  which  were  clearly  traceable  to 
the  second  infectious  centre  referred  to.  The  Sanitary  Authority 
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came  to  the  decision  that,  instead  of  providing  a special  hospital, 
these  cases  should  all  be  taken  into  the  Union  Infirmary,  where 
they  were  placed  under  the  care  of  a trained  nurse,  and  as  due 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  any  further  spread  of  infection, 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  being  also  assiduously  carried 
out,  the  outbreak  soon  came  to  an  end,  having  caused  nine 
deaths,  of  which  five  were  of  persons  between  70  and  85  years  of 
age. 

Very  little  other  disease  of  a zymotic  character  has  been 
reported  to  me.  Enteric  fever  appeared  in  a house  in  the  lower 
part  of  Hungerford,  and  one  fatal  case  occurred  : it  was  also 
brought  into  the  district  on  three  occasion,  viz  : — at  Kintbury, 
from  IMarlborough;  at  Buttermere,  from  Newbury;  and  at 
Inkpen,  from  Henley.  Two  deaths  occurred,  but  in  neither 
instance  did  the  disease  spread  beyond  the  house  first  infected. 

Scarlet  fever  has  also  been  imported  into  the  district  thrice, 
but  otherwise  has  been  almost  entirely  absent — one  death 
occurred,  but  the  infection  did  not  spread. 

Two  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  Ramsbury;  enquiry 
failed  to  discover  any  sufficient  cause  except  dampness  of  site  to 
I account  for  them  on  the  premises,  nor  was  there  any  history  of 
infection.  One  death  was  registered  from  hydrophobia. 

The  proposed  drainage  of  Lambourne  has  again  been  under 
consideration,  and  a plan  prepared  by  Messrs.  Ripley  & Sim- 
monds,  was  submitted  to  the  Authority,  by  whom  a Committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  parish  vestry  on  the  matter.  The 
detailed  survey  of  the  village  was  taken  in  hand  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  has  since  been  completed.  I presented  a report 
dealing  with  the  mortality  and  pauper  sickness  reported  there 
for  some  years  back ; and  I also  analyzed  six  samples  of  drinking 
water  from  wells  in  different  parts  of  it,  of  which  three  were  dis- 
tinctly contaminated  by  sewage  matters,  though  not  to  any  great 
extent,  as  in  the  worst  the  amount  of  chlorine  did  not  exceed 
one-and-a-half  grains  per  gallon,  and  of  total  ammonia  (saline 
and  organic)  one-fifth  of  a part  in  a million.  I have  also 
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examined  seven  other  water  supplies  from  various  localities  in 
the  district — only  one  (from  Hungerford)  was  a very  bad  water ; 
all  the  others,  with  one  exception,  were  of  good  or  fair  quality. 
One  sample  from  Ramsbury  was  from  a new  tube-well,  driven  a 
year  or  two  since,  which  at  first  yielded  a water  of  varying 
purity.  The  tube  was  therefore  withdrawn  and  driven  in  another 
place,  and  the  water  is  now  good. 

At  Ramsbury  a complaint  of  nuisance  arising  from  a large 
piggery  attached  to  a slaughter-house  was  reported  on  by  me  at 
the  request  of  the  Authority.  The  premises  had  already  been 
under  my  notice,  as  I considered  its  position  relative  to  neigh 
bouring  dwelling  houses,  and  its  general  arrangements  and 
management  exceedingly  unsatisfactory. 

The  Authority  was  advised  to  require  great  alterations  and 
improvements  in  both  respects,  or  in  default  to  take  proceedings 
to  obtain  a Justices’  Order  to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  swine  there. 
I am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  in  every  way  undesirable 
that  a piggery  and  a common  slaughter-house  should  be  on  the 
same  premises  in  any  Urban  district ; with  a proper  code  of  bye- 
laws regularly  enforced,  such  a proceeding  would  be  altogether 
prohibited,  but  as  a Rural  Authority  is  without  power  to  make 
bye-laws  as  to  such  matters,  it  is  only  possible  to  deal  with  these 
cases  as  ordinary  nuisances,  and  when  they  are  of  an  aggravated 
character. 

The  total  deaths  during  the  year  were  3 1 7,  being  at  the  rate 
of  16  5 per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  births  were 
533,  or  28  per  1,000 — this,  though  a low  birth  rate,  and  below 
the  mean  for  the  combined  district,  is  equal  to  the  rate  in 
Newbury.  The  percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  infancy 
(184),  and  under  five  years  (27-5)  continues  much  below  that  of 
the  combination,  as  in  previous  years.  On  the  other  hand,  38*4  per 
cent,  of  the  mortality  was  among  persons  of  over  65 — as  the 
continued  emigration  of  the  young  and  vigorous  members  of  the 
community  leads  to  a considerable  excess  of  old  people  in  the 
district.  The  deaths  from  all  the  principal  classes  of  diseases 
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were  below  the  mean  rate  for  the  combination  (those  from  old 
ag'e were  considerably  above  it);  this  was  especially  the  case  as 
regards  the  “ chief  zymotic  diseases  which  were  fatal  to  only 
one  per  i,ooo  of  the  population,  and  amounted  to  but  six  per 
cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  Inspector  reports  nearly  1,900  premises  inspected  during 
the  year,  on  little  more  than  a seventh  of  which  (294)  nuisances 
were  discovered,  which  have  since  been  removed  or  abated.  The 
details  are  given  in  Table  xii. 

ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Edward  Mudd. 

The  new  system  of  sewers  for  the  town  of  Abingdon  having  been 
nearly  completed,  I have  brought  before  this  Authority  my  views 
as  to  the  desirableness  of  entering  into  negotiations  with  the 
Urban  Authority  for  the  use  of  their  outfall  sewers,  so  that  the 
suburban  area  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marcham  Road  (which  is 
in  the  Rural  district)  might  be  properly  sewered ; and  for  this 
purpose  it  was  carefully  examined  by  me  with  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  but  after  some  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  the 
question  be  postponed,  so  as  to  give  the  owners  of  the  premises 
in  question  an  opportunity  of  adopting  the  earth  closet  system 
(as  they  desired  to  do),  and  of  making  such  alterations  in  their 
arrangements  for  the  removal  of  sewage  as  they  considered 
would  render  the  use  of  the  town  sewers  unnecessary. 

The  matter  of  the  Steventon  water  supply,  to  which  I have 
referred  in  former  reports  having  narrowed  itself  into  the 
question  whether  it  should  be  taken  from  the  Genge  brook,  or 
from  the  springs  on  the  high  ground  near  the  Railway  Station, 
I made  two  further  sets  of  water  analyses  from  both  sources,  and 
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finding  that  the  samples  from  the  Genge  varied  considerably 
according  to  the  time  of  year  that  they  were  taken ; and  also 
considering  that  the  stream  is  liable  to  undoubted  fouling  by 
farm  drainage  and  the  like,—!  advised  that  the  new  supply 
should  be  taken  from  the  Milton  Hill  Spring,  if  after  guaging,  it 
was  found  that  the  quantity  of  water  would  be  sufficient.  A plan 
based  on  this  recommendation  was  accordingly  prepared  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  after  its  acceptance  by  the  Authority,  an 
enquiry  was  held  at  Steventon  by  Mr.  Harrison,  on  the  part  of 
the  Local  Government  Broad,  and  on  his  report,  the  scheme  (in 
which  certain  suggestions  made  by  him  have  been  incorporated) 
was  finally  adopted,  and  the  necessary  preliminary  notices 
served. 

The  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  some  parts  of  Culham, 
has  engaged  my  attention,  and  five  out  of  six  samples  taken 
from  this  locality  were  found  to  be  much  polluted — one  being 
exceedingly  impure.  I have  also  analyzed  eight  samples  from 
other  parts  of  the  district  (making  19  in  all),  scarcely  one  of 
which  was  altogether  satisfactory — 14  being  distinctly  polluted, 
and  six  of  them  to  a large  extent. 

There  has  not  been  any  severe  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year,  but  cases  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  the 
circumstances  of  which  have  been  enquired  into,  and  in  several 
instances  the  attacks  have  been  clearly  connected  with  defects  in 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises,  which  have  subsequently 
been  materially  improved. 

Of  these  diseases,  scarlet  fever  has  been  the  most  frequent, 
and  attacks  were  reported  at  Appleton,  New  Hinksey,  and  other 
places  during  the  spring;  three  deaths  being  due  to  it  at  Appleton. 
In  the  autumn  it  reappeared,  and  cases  occurred  at  Appleford, 
March  Baldon,  Steventon,  &c , as  also  in  and  near  the  Spring 
Road  Abingdon,  among  children  who  were  attending  the  National 
Schools  in  the  town. 

At  Steventon,  the  infection  was  brought  from  Oxford,  and 
was  conveyed  to  Kintbury  in  the  Hungerford  district,  before  the 
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disease  was  recognized ; but  in  every  instance  its  spread  was 
speedily  arrested,  and  the  deaths  caused  by  it  did  not  exceed 
eight  during  the  year. 

Three  attacks  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported  and  two 
were  fatal — one  of  them  occurred  in  a public  institution,  the  drain- 
age arrangements  of  which  were  found  on  examination  to  be 
defective;  these  have  since  been  rearranged  on  a better  plan.  In 
the  other  case,  the  most  noticeable  fault  was  the  extreme  dampness 
of  the  house,  a circumstance  which  I have  often  had  to  note  in 
connexion  with  this  disease  : — thus  at  Clifton  Hampden,  where 
it  had  very  frequently  appeared  during  the  last  few  years,  my 
attention  was  particularly  directed  to  the  dampness  and  want  of 
circulation  of  air  due  to  the  large  number  of  trees,  and  I 
suggested  that  they  should  be  thinned.  This  was  done  (by  the 
representative  of  the  owner)  to  some  extent ; a fierce  gale  blew 
down  many  more,  so  as  to  open  up  the  village  to  a considerable 
extent,  and  the  disease  has  not,  so  far  as  I know,  appeared  there 
since.  Undoubtedly  other  general  sanitary  improvements  have 
been  carried  out,  but  I am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  removal 
of  the  trees  was  by  no  means  the  least  valuable  of  them. 

Two  attacks  of  small  pox  have  been  reported;  one  of  them  was 
interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  occurred  to  an  invalid  lady,  who 
I had  not  been  out  of  her  room  for  many  weeks  previous  to  her 
! illness,  and  no  information  could  be  gleaned  as  to  her  having 
being  visited  by  any  person  likely  to  convey  the  infection.  The 
other  case  was  that  of  a labourer,  who  contracted  the  disease  at 
Brighton,  which  he  left  ten  days  prior  to  his  illness — a trained 
nurse  was  engaged  from  the  Institution  at  West  Mailing,  all 
necessary  precautions  carried  out,  and  no  other  case  occurred. 

An  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  at  Littlemore  during  the 
summier;  the  attacks  were  for  the  most  part  of  a mild  type,  but 
two  deaths  occurred,  and  the  usual  difficulty  was  met  with  in 
keeping  the  children  of  infected  families  away  from  the  healthy, 
by  which  the  number  of  cases  was  considerably  increased. 

Enteric  fever  has  been  nearly  absent  from  the  district,  except 
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at  Culham,  where  a few  cases  occurred,  which  were  clearly  con- 
nected with  the  bad  state  of  the  closets  and  wells ; these  have 
since  been  improved. 

The  disease  also  appeared  in  an  isolated  cottage  near  Nune- 
ham;  no  history  of  infection,  or  evident  cause  could  be  made  out, 
the  only  special  circumstance  being  the  dampness  of  the  site,  as 
the  premises  were  on  the  river  bank;  the  Thames  water  (filtered) 
being  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  corrected  mortality  for  the  year  was  264 ; this  number 
entirely  excludes  the  deaths  at  Littlemore  Lunatic  Ayslum,  as 
well  as  the  proportion  due  to  the  Urban  district  of  those  in  the 
Union  House.  The  death  rate  was  17*2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  The  births  numbered  505,  equal  to  a rate  of  33  per 
1,000.  Nineteen  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  of  deaths  were 
those  of  infants  under  one  year  (being  about  nine  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths),  and  the  per  centage  under  five  years  was  31*4.  As 
regards  special  diseases,  phthisis  accounted  for  40  deaths,  an 
increase  of  about  an  eighth  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding 
years,  and  above  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  districts. 

The  Inspector  reports  1,200  premises  as  visited  during  the 
year,  on  400  of  which  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  all  of  which 
have  been  abated  (see  Table  xii).  In  addition  29  earth  closets 
have  been  provided,  and  improvements  effected  in  the  water 
supply  of  Bayworth  and  the  drainage  of  Milton  and  part  of 
March  Baldon. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Winship. 

The  new  main  sewers  of  this  district  having  been  nearly 
completed  during  the  year,  the  work  of  making  the  connections 
with  the  dwelling  houses  has  been  pushed  forward  by  the 
Surveyor ; and  250  houses  have  been  connected,  205  provided  with 
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entirely  new  drains,  and  200  cesspits  emptied  and  filled  in.  One 
grave  sanitary  defect  of  the  town  has  been  materially  lessened 
during  the  progress  of  the  main  sewerage  works,  the  level  of  the 
sub-soil  water  having  been  considerably  lowered  in  its  low  lying 
parts.  At  my  request  two  samples  of  the  effluent  from  the 
filtering  beds  at  the  outfall  were  forwarded  to  me  for  analysis,  at 
a time  when  about  100,000  gallons  were  passing  through  them  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  results  were  exceedingly  satis- 
factory; the  amount  of  “ albuminoid ’’  ammonia  obtained  from  it 
not  exceeding  twice  the  quantity  contained  in  the  ordinary 
Metropolitan  water  supply;  while  its  general  character  was  vastly 
superior  to  four  samples  of  drinking  water  from  wells  in  the  town, 
which  I examined  at  the  same  time. 

The  foul  state  of  the  Ock  ditch  has  also  been  reported  on. 
Until  the  new  sewers  were  complete  it  was  impracticable  to 
abolish  the  numerous  privies  (21)  which  overhung,  or  emptied 
into  it,  giving  rise  to  a most  offensive  nuisance  : on  my  repre- 
sentation of  the  importance  of  dealing  with  them  without  delay, 
the  Authority  gave  instructions  for  the  necessary  works,  which 
were  promptly  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor.  Some  complaints 
having  been  made  of  effluvia  escaping  from  the  ventilators 
; inserted  in  the  crown  of  the  sewers,  I made  enquiries  into  the 
! matter  and  found  that  in  one  case  at  least,  the  effluvium  com- 

1 

plained  of  arose  from  an  accident  which  occurred  in  the  emptying 
of  a cesspit,  and  was  not  likely  to  recur.  In  other  cases  there 
can  be  little  doubt  but  that  there  was  an  escape  of  sewer  gas, 
as  alleged ; but  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair  to  criticize  the 
working  of  the  arrangements  too  severely  until  they  are  fairly 
completed,  when,  by  regular  and  efficient  flushing,  the  sewers 
should  be  kept  so  free  from  deposit,  that  no  reasonable  ground 
for  complaint  ought  to  arise. 

But  little  infectious  disease  has  been  reported  to  rae,  excep- 
ting scarlet  fever,  which  however  prevailed  here  (as  in  so  many 
Sanitary  Districts)  towards  the  close  of  the  year ; especially 
among  the  children  attending  the  national  and  other  day  schools. 
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The  attacks  were  numerous,  though  generally  of  a mild  type,  death 
ensuing  in  two  cases  only ; but,  for  the  most  part,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  carry  out  any  satisfactory  isolation  of  the  sick  and 
infected,  in  consequence  of  the  closeness  of  the  courts  and  the 
miserable  accommodation  of  the  cottages  in  which  the  children 
attacked  by  the  complaint  for  the  most  part  lived. 

A small  number  of  attacks  of  enteric  fever  have  been  reported, 
and  one  proved  fatal.  In  all  the  cases  that  came  to  my  know- 
ledge, the  Inspector,  acting  under  my  advice,  carried  out  all 
practicable  precautions  against  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  few,  being 
only  nine  out  of  a total  “corrected  ” mortality  of  138  during  the 
year;  so  that  while  the  general  death  rate  amounted  to  23*2  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  that  for  zymotic  diseases  was 
only  I ’5.  How  then  are  we  to  account  for  a death  rate  which  was 
6-5  per  1,000  above  the  “mean  for  the  combined  districts?  On 
examining  Tables  iv,  viii  and  ix,  we  find  that  34  deaths  (26  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  mortality)  occurred  amongst  infants  in  their  first 
year ; of  whom  20  were  under  three  months  old,  and  1 1 less  than 
a week  ; and  as  the  births  were  183,  it  follows  that  nearly  one- 
fifth  (i8’6  per  cent.)  of  the  children  born,  died  before  they  were  a 
year  old  : and  further,  if  we  look  at  the  mortality  under  five  years, 
we  find  that  41  per  cent.  (53  deaths),  or  taking  the  mean  of  the 
last  four  years,  35  per  cent,  of  the  whole  occurred  at  this  period 
of  life.  I have  already  stated  that  no  fatal  epidemic  among 
children  has  swelled  the  number  of  deaths,  but  I find  that  18*5 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality  for  the  year  was  due  to  the 
wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  childhood,  which,  with  chest 
inflammations,  account  for  39  out  of  the  53  that  occurred  at  this 
period  of  life.  In  other  words,  these  deaths  were  due  to  faulty 
nutrition  and  imperfect  development,  to  be  attributed,  no  doubt, 
partly  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  courts  and  alleys  in 
which  the  greater  number  of  them  had  lived,  but  still  more  to  the 
want  of  proper  food  and  nursing,  arising  perhaps  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  so  many  of  the  mothers  are  engaged  in  factory 
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work  in  consequence  of  which  the  proper  care  of  their  infant 
children  is  seriously  neglected,  and  resulting  in  the  heavy  death 
rate  amongst  them  to  which  I have  called  attention.  It  is  satis- 
factory, on  the  other  hand,  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  has 
been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  (14)  from  phthisis, 
the  fatality  of  which  I have  remarked  on  in  previous  years ; the 
average  percentage  of  the  whole  mortality  due  to  this  disease  in 
the  years  1874-6  was  14*6;  in  this  year  it  has  fallen  to  io*8,  which 
is  also  the  mean  rate  of  the  combined  districts,  and  (in  accordance 
with  the  result  of  Dr.  Buchanan’s  enquiries),  this  improvement  is 
probably  due  to  the  increased  dryness  of  the  subsoil  resulting 
from  the  lowering  of  the  water  to  which  I have  already  referred. 
When  the  new  sewerage  system  is  got  into  complete  working 
order,  and  the  town  obtains  the  provision  of  pure  water  for  the 
supply  of  which  the  plans  are  prepared,  we  may  confidently  ex- 
pect a further  improvement  in  its  salubrity ; but  the  matters  to 
which  I have  invited  attention,  viz.^  the  condition  of  the  courts  and 
alleys,  and  the  management  and  care  of  the  young  children  of  a 
large  section  of  the  poorer  classes,  must  be  greatly  altered  for 
the  better,  before  a low  and  really  satisfactory  death-rate  can  be 
I permanently  attained. 

The  return  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  given  in  Table  xii. 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Abraham  Withers. 

In  this  district  the  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  visited  nearly 
1,000  premises  during  the  year,  on  471  of  which  he  discovered 
nuisances,  all  but  60  of  which  were  abated  in  accordance  with 
his  suggestions  without  the  necessity  of  written  notice.  In  8 
cases  only  was  the  Board’s  formal  order  required.  This  fact 
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shows  that  there  is  much  more  willingness  to  act  on  the  advice 
given  than  was  formerly  the  case,  that  persons  are  getting  accus- 
tomed to  the  sanitary  supervision  which  is  now  exercised,  and 
also  that  much  useful  work  may  be  accomplished  by  a judicious 
and  painstaking  Inspector  without  putting  the  law  in  motion. 
Forty-two  earth  closets  have  been  provided,  and  a considerable 
number  of  minor  nuisances,  not  included  in  the  return,  were 
removed  at  once  at  the  Inspector’s  request.  Two  samples  of 
water  were  forwarded  to  me  for  analysis,  both  of  which  were 
impure,  and  one  highly  so.  At  Ewelme,  the  order  made  last 
year  by  the  Watlington  Bench  to  fill  up  a large  and  foul  cesspit 
(which  was  shown  to  be  injurious  to  health),  not  having  been 
carried  out  by  the  person  on  whom  it  was  made,  the  Authority, 
acting  in  accordance  with  the  98th  Section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  on  my  recommendation  that  the  order  be  carried  out, 
executed  the  required  works  themselves.  Shortly  afterwards  a 
question  arose  as  to  the  legality  of  their  act,  as  there  was  a 
dispute  as  to  the  right  of  ownership  of  the  cesspit  in  question, 
and  counsel  having  given  an  opinion  that  the  magistrates  had 
acted  ultra  vires  ” in  making  the  order  which  the  Authority  had 
put  in  force,  it  was  agreed  after  a conference  with  the  Trustees 
of  Ewelme  Charity,  that  it  should  be  considered  void,  and  the 
cesspit  has  since  been  re-opened  to  receive  slop  drainage  only, 
the  old  privies  formerly  connected  with  it  having  been  replaced 
by  earth  closets. 

At  Aston,  the  closets  at  the  national  schools,  which  were  faulty 
and  foul,  not  having  been  improved  in  accordance  with  the 
Board’s  order,  a summons  was  applied  for,  and  the  case  was 
heard  before  the  Bench  at  Wallingford,  by  whom  it  was  adjourned 
to  give  the  school  authorities  a further  opportunity  of  executing 
such  alterations  as  would  remove  the  nuisance  complained  of; 
these  have  since  been  carried  out.  A large  and  foul  pond  by  the 
roadside  at  North  Moreton,  which  receives  a great  quantity  of 
surface  drainage,  and  a good  deal  from  neighbouring  farms 
and  cottages,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly  complained  of  as  a 
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nuisance,  has  had  the  farm  and  cottage  drainage  cut  off  from  it, 
and  the  water  level  lowered  by  the  cleaning  out  of  the  ditches 
which  take  the  overflow,  but  it  has  a considerable  depth  of  foul 
mud  at  the  bottom,  which,  when  the  water  is  low,  becomes  very 
offensive,  and  it  requires  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  as  there  are 
several  cottages  in  the  vicinity ; but  the  work  has  not  yet  been 
carried  out,  as  there  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
who  is  legally  responsible  for  it. 

There  has  been  but  little  serious  infectious  illness  reported 
to  the  sanitary  officers  during  the  year — a small  amount  of  scarlet 
fever  being  the  chief — one  limited  outbreak  (8  cases)  occurred  at 
East  Hagbourne  in  the  early  spring—  no  history  of  infection  could 
be  obtained ; towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  complaint  appeared 
at  Cholsey,  the  attacks  here  were  more  numerous,  (resulting  in 
two  deaths),  as  the  infection  had  spread  to  some  extent  before 
the  existence  of  the  disease  was  known  to  the  Inspector  or  my- 
self; and  as  the  children  attacked  were  of  the  non-pauper  class, 
no  information  was  given  by  the  medical  attendant.  At  Bright- 
well,  a group  of  cases  occurred  limited  to  a single  house.  In  all 
these  outbreaks,  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection  was  adopted  by  the  Inspector,  in  accordance  with  my 
advice ; the  places  where  disease  had  appeared  being  visited  by 
him  every  other  day,  to  ensure  their  being  carried  out ; special 
watch  was  also  kept  over  the  school  attendance,  which  is  so 
frequent  a medium  for  its  communication. 

One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  reported  at  Sotwell,  in  a cottage 
which  had  been  surrounded  with  water  during  the  winter  floods ; 
there  was  another  at  Dorchester,  brought  from  a house  near 
Henley,  where  it  was  ascertained  on  enquiry  that  there  had  been 
several  attacks  (extending  over  some  weeks)  previous  to  this 
person’s  removal.  There  was  also  a case  at  Cholsey  which 
proved  fatal. 

A few  slight  attacks  of  a diphtheritic  character  were  reported 
at  Dorchester  after  the  subsidence  of  the  winter  floods — they 
occurre'd  in  low-lying  localities,  and  ended  in  recovery,  except  in 
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one  instance,  which  proved  fatal  some  months  after,  the  patient 
ultimately  dying-  of  internal  organic  disease. 

The  year’s  corrected  mortality  (excluding  entirely  the  deaths 
in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Moulsford,  and  including  the  proper 
proportion  of  those  in  the  Union  House)  was  183,  the  births 
having  been  349,  giving  a rate  of  15*8  and  of  30*1  respectively, 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  percentage  of  deaths 
to  births  (55*  i)  was  below  the  average  for  the  combined  districts, 
as  also  was  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births, 
and  the  death-rate  from  zymotic  diseases  (see  Tables  10  and  ii). 
The  percentages  of  total  mortality  occurring  at  different  groups 
of  ages  were  about  evenly  divided  between  persons  under  5 years, 
between  5 and  65,  and  over  65  ; a third  of  the  deaths  taking 
place  within  each  period. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Abraham  Withers. 

The  long  mooted  questions  of  the  sewerage  and  water  supply 
of  this  district  have  again  been  the  subjects  of  repeated  con- 
sideration by  the  Authority,  and  a complaint  having  been  for- 
warded to  the  Local  Government  Board  relative  thereto,  an 
enquiry  was  held  by  Mr.  Harrison,  One  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Board  ; for  which  I made,  at  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
six  additional  analyses  of  water  samples  taken  from  localities  of 
their  selection,  and  under  their  direction.  The  results  of  these 
analyses  fully  confirmed  the  opinion  I have  been  obliged  to 
express  so  often  as  to  the  impurity  of  the  greater  part  of  the  water 
supply  of  the  town.  I found  that  only  one  sample  was  of  passable 
quality  as  regards  organic  pollution  (even  that  was  unsatisfactory 
in  several  respects),  and  that  all  the  others  were  so  polluted  as 
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to  be  condemned,  by  the  most  lenient  standard,  as  unfit  for  dietetic 
purposes,  while  the  impurity  of  two  was  excessive.  Subse- 
quently to  the  enquiry,  the  Authority,  in  accordance  with  my 
advice  that  an  engineer  should  be  consulted  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  meeting  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the  town,  gave  instruc- 
tions to  Messrs.  Ripley  6^  Simmonds,  of  Bracknell,  to  prepare 
plans  for  the  purpose. 

Zymotic  diseases  have  happily  been  almost  entirely  absent 
during  the  year,  nor  has  any  death  been  referred  to  them,  but 
the  general  mortality  has  been  nearly  equal  to  the  average  rate 
for  the  combined  districts ; while  the  births  were  proportionately 
few,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  ratios  to  births,  both 
of  the  infantile  deaths  (under  one  year)  and  of  the  total  mortality, 
have  been  high. 

The  floods  which  for  two  winters  past  have  seriously  affected 
the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  and  especially  the  basements,  thus 
causing  great  dampness  of  house-walls  and  foundations,  may 
probably  account  for  the  increased  fatality  of  lung  inflammations 
and  phthisis,  both  of  which  were  much  above  the  average  of 
previous  years,  and,  in  fact,  occasioned  nearly  half  the  total 
deaths.  The  corrected ’’ mortality  (including  the  proper  pro- 
portion of  that  in  the  Union  House)  was  47,  equal  to  a rate  of  16 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  births  were  78,  giving  a rate 
of  26-6  per  1,000. 

The  Inspector  reports  186  premises  visited,  and  nuisances 
abated  on  63,  besides  which  27  earth  closets  have  been  adopted. 
The  only  case  of  infectious  illness  reported  was  one  of  scarlet 
fever;  the  patient  was  removed  from  the  house  at  once,  the 
premises  disinfected,  and  no  other  attack  occurred. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sub-District  1.  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  R.  Bunce. 

The  detailed  sanitary  survey  of  369  additional  premises  has 
been  completed  by  the  Inspector  during-  the  current  year,  making- 
a total  of  1,516  out  of  the  1,887  houses  contained  in  his  Sub- 
division of  the  district;  and  completing  the  parishes  of  Englefield, 
Mapledurham,  Mortimer  West  End,  Pangbourne,  Sulham, 
Sulhampstead  Abbotts,  and  Tidmarsh,  together  with  550  houses 
in  Tilehurst.  Earth  closets  have  been  provided  on  12 1 premises, 
and  nuisances  of  various  kinds  abated  on  323. 

At  Theale,  which  I have  re-inspected  with  Mr.  Bunce,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Authority  (for  the  information  of  the 
Local  Government  Board),  I was  gratified  to  find  the  earth 
closet  system,  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  cottages  in  the  village,  was  working  on  the  whole  very 
satisfactorily,  although,  as  there  is  no  public  scavenging,  the 
individual  owners  or  occupiers  have  to  arrange  for  .themselves 
as  to  the  utilization  or  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  closets.  As 
regards  the  disposal  of  house  slops,  no  change  of  system  had 
been  effected  (although  the  vigilance  of  the  Inspector  materially 
checks  the  creation  of  positive  nuisances),  but  the  necessity  for 
this  has  become  less  urgent  than  before,  as  a supply  of  water  of 
exceeding  purity  is  now  within  reach  of  every  one  in  the  village. 
The  water  from  the  experimental  tube-well  sunk  in  the  preceding 
year  had  been  analyzed  by  me  several  times,  and  the  results 
were  so  constant  and  satisfactory  that  the  authority  ordered  the 
remaining  ones  to  be  j)roceeded  with.  I then  analyzed  four 
samples  from  these,  and  found  them  absolutely  free  from  saline 
ammonia,  yielding  but  a most  minute  trace  of  albuminoid 
ammonia,  and  although  somewhat  hard  (as  the  water  comes 
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from  the  chalk)  in  every  essential  respect  of  excellent  quality. 
During  the  year  14  water  samples  were  submitted  to  analysis — 
six  of  these  were  from  Pangbourne,  none  of  which  were  really 
good,  and  only  one  passable ; two  being  very  indifferent,  two  bad, 
and  one  extremely  bad  as  regards  organic  pollution.  Of  four 
samples  from  other  localities,  one  was  satisfactory,  one  distinctly — 
though  not  largely  polluted,  and  two  unfit  for  use. 

The  survey  of  Pangbourne  was  verified  by  me  in  company 
with  the  Inspector,  and  I found  that  much  good  sanitary  work 
had  been  carried  out  there  by  his  advice,  although  it  is  probable 
that  a certain  amount  of  slop  drainage  still  gets  into  the  stream 
surreptitiously,  and  I fear  it  will  be  difficult  entirely  to  prevent 
this,  from  the  position  of  some  of  the  cottages  on  its  banks.  I 
have  also  visited  with  him  a considerable  number  of  premises  in 
Calcot,  Tidmarsh,  Sulhampstead,  Tilehurst,  and  other  parts  of 
the  district,  where  nuisances  of  various  kinds  were  found,  most  of 
which  have  since  been  removed,  or  are  in  course  of  abatement. 
One  of  these  was  the  case  of  a ruinous  hovel  at  Sulhampstead, 
occupied  by  an  old  woman  ; it  was  without  closet,  water  supply, 
or  drainage  ; in  the  foulest  possible  condition,  and  so  crammed 
with  filthy  rubbish  from  floor  to  ceiling,  that  there  was  scarcely 
space  left  for  her  to  lie  down  on  the  floor  at  night.  After  some 
idifficulty  her  friends  removed  her,  and  the  cottage  was  pulled 
down. 

In  another  case  it  was  necessary  to  take  proceedings,  as  the 
occupier  refused  to  obey  the  notice  served  on  him  by  the 
authority  to  remove  a most  offensive  nuisance,  caused  by  his 
keeping  a number  of  swine  on  premises  at  North  Street,  Theale, 
where  there  was  a great  quantity  of  pig  manure,  and  the  ground 
was  saturated  with  the  drainage  from  the  styes.  The  Bench 
made  the  required  order,  the  pigs  were  removed,  and  the 
premises  cleansed. 

At  Tidmarsh,  where  some  suspicious  throat  cases  had  occurred, 

I found  the  cesspits  of  several  cottages  allowing  free  soakage 
into  the  ground,  the  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory,  and  there 
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were  some  ill  kept  pigsties.  I advised  the  adoption  of  earth 
closets  and  other  alterations,  which  remedied  what  was  amiss. 

The  principal  diseases  of  the  zymotic  class  that  have  occurred 
during  the  year  were  small  pox  and  scarlet  fever  — the  last 
named  prevailed  rather  extensively  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
and  there  were  several  cases  of  the  former,  in  all  of  which  the 
Inspector  very  closely  watched  the  carrying  out  of  isolation  and 
disinfection  in  accordance  with  my  suggestions.  The  first 
attack  of  small  pox  was  that  of  a servant  girl  living  at  Tilehurst, 
who  was  sent  home  from  her  situation  at  Islington  early  in  July, 
with  the  eruption  out  upon  her;  she  had  been  taken  ill  two 
days  previously,  and  was  seen  by  a surgeon,  who  had  his 
suspicions  as  to  the  case,  and  advised  her  being  kept  in  a 
separate  room,  but  she  was  sent  from  the  house  on  the  following 
day,  travelling  by  omnibus,  train  and  road.  No  precautions  what- 
ever were  taken  to  prevent  her  from  spreading  infection.  The 
Authority  before  whom  I laid  all  the  facts  I was  able  to  obtain  by 
personal  enquiry  of  the  medical  man  who  saw  her  in  London,  of 
the  girl’s  employer,  and  her  parents,  considered  the  case  a proper 
one  for  prosecution,  and  her  employer  was  summoned  before  the 
Reading  Bench;  who  ultimately  dismissed  the  charge,  on  the  ground 
that  the  prosecution  had  not  conclusively  proved  the  defendant’s 
knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of  the  illness  when  he  sent  her  away. 
At  about  the  same  date  that  the  former  case  came  to  Tilehurst,  a 
youth  fell  ill  with  the  disease  at  Englefield;  no  clear  history  of 
infection  could  be  traced  (it  was  suspected,  but  not  proved,  that  he 
had  taken  it  in  London,  where  he  had  been  a short  time  before), 
the  attack  was  so  slight  that  its  nature  was  not  recognised  at  the 
time,  and  he  went  to  work  again  after  a few  days.  In  about  a 
fortnight’s  time  an  old  man  of  eighty  living  in  an  adjoining  cottage 
took  the  complaint  in  a severe  form,  and  died  after  five  days 
illness.  Other  cases  followed,  and  altogether  there  were  about  ten 
in  this  row  of  cottages,  and  one  in  the  vicinity;  but  very  strict 
isolation  being  maintained,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent 
the  mischief  from  spreading,  only  one  other  case  was  infected 
from  this  centre,  being  that  of  an  old  man  who  had  removed  from 
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the  En^lefield  cottages  to  a public  house  at  Theale,  on  the  day  I 
heard  of  the  attacks  at  the  former  place.  A trained  nurse  was 
got  for  him,  the  private  portion  of  the  house  was  entirely 
separated  from  the  public  part,  and  the  strictest  precautions 
were  taken  to  keep  it  so  during  the  whole  course  of  the  man’s 
illness.  No  other  case  followed. 

Scarlet  fever  prevailed  somewhat  extensively  in  a part  of 
Tilehurst  parish  during  the  summer.  After  careful  enquiry,  I 
failed  in  tracing  satisfactorily  the  exact  origin  of  the  outbreak ; it 
was  believed  to  have  been  brought  from  Reading,  but  here,  as  in 
so  many  instances  it  is  probable  the  earliest  attacks  were  so  light 
as  to  have  been  almost  disregarded,  or  unrecognised;  afterwards 
there  is  little  doubt  that  it  spread  through  the  intercourse  of  the 
children  at  the  schools,  which  at  my  suggestion  were  closed  for 
a time  by  their  managers.  This  outbreak  resulted  in  five  deaths, 
out  of  from  eighty  to  a hundred  cases.  The  complaint  also 
appeared,  though  to  a less  extent,  in  other  parts  of  the  sub- 
district, viz.,  at  Mortimer,  Burghfield,  Sulham,  Purley,  and 
Pangbourne ; and  one  death  was  caused  by  it  in  each  of  the  last 
named  three  parishes.  At  Sulham  the  infection  was  brought 
from  London  by  a child,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
convalescent  at  the  time,  and  several  cases  followed. 

Three  fatal  attacks  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  during  the 
year,  two  of  them  in  cottages  at  Mortimer,  which  were  in  fairly 
good  condition  and  well  ventilated ; but  the  cesspits,  though  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  house,  were  foul,  and  the  water 
supply  impure  : in  the  third  instance  the  principal  sanitary  defect 
noted  was  a large  manure  heap  but  a few  feet  from  the  house, 
which  had  been  recently  accumulated,  as  the  premises  had  been 
found  in  good  order  at  two  previous  visits  by  the  Inspector  and 
myself,  but  a few  months  before. 

No  case  of  enteric  fever  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  nor  with 
the  exception  of  scarlet  fever  and  small  pox,  has  there  been  any 
serious  amount  of  infectious  illness — nine  out  of  the  twenty-two 
deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  having  been  caused  by  these  two 
complaints.  c 2 
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Sub-District  II.  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  J.  Ford. 

The  Inspector  returns  242  premises  inspected,  and  152 
nuisances  abated,  the  detailed  survey  of  213  houses  has  also  been 
completed,  and  22  earth  closets  adopted.  Two  samples  of  water 
from  the  Almshouses  at  Goring  Heath  have  been  analyzed,  one 
from  a well  of  300  feet  depth  in  the  chalk,  the  other  from  a rain 
water  tank ; although  both  were  of  fairly  passable  purity  as 
regards  organic  pollution,  they  gave  some  evidence  of  con- 
tamination, and  could  not  be  considered  first-class  waters.  I 
have  examined  the  whole  of  these  premises  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  which  complaint  was  made  to  me,  and  I found  the 
closet  arrangements  very  unsatisfactory,  especially  at  the  schools. 
New  school  buildings  have  since  been  erected,  and  closets  of  a 
better  construction  provided.  At  Goring  village,  some  of  the 
nuisances  previously  pointed  out  have  been  removed,  and  the 
worst  cottages  improved.  A deep  dead  well  was  sunk  in  the 
chalk  to  receive  the  waste  water  from  the  brewery,  but  on  my 
pointing  out  to  the  proprietor  that  the  soakage  from  it  would 
probably  damage  all  the  well  waters  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
village,  it  was  not  further  proceeded  with. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a somewhat  severe  though 
limited  outbreak  of  small  pox  occurred  in  the  “Row”  at 
Ashampstead  ; the  true  character  of  the  first  attack  was  not 
recognised,  and  two  or  three  other  persons  had  been  taken  ill 
before  I heard  of  the  existence  of  the  disease.  On  enquiry  into 
the  circumstances,  I ascertained  that  the  first  patient,  an  elderly 
female,  had  not  left  her  house,  nor  so  far  as  she  knew,  had  any 
person  or  thing  likely  to  convey  infection  been  on  her  premises. 
The  scars  resulting  from  her  illness  were  plainly  evident,  but  it 
was  impo.ssible  to  clear  up  the  question  of  its  origin.  In  the 
succeeding  cases  the  links  of  the  chain  were  easily  visible; 
fortunately  the  attacks  were  limited  to  an  isolated  row  of  cottages 
on  a high  down.  By  my  advice  the  authority  at  once  engaged  a 
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trained  nurse  from  West  Mailing-,  who  worked  assiduously  and 
to  my  entire  satisfaction,  in  the  management  of  all  the  cases. 
All  necessaries  were  provided  for  the  infected  families,  who 
were  thus  induced  not  to  leave  the  locality,  and  were  kept  under 
close  surveillance,  though  not  without  some  difficulty  : the  ordin- 
ary sanitary  precautions  were  also  effectually  maintained, 
revaccination  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  although  two 
cases  ended  in  death,  there  was  not  a single  attack  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  first  outbreak. 

In  March,  a lad  came  down  from  London  to  his  father’s 
cottage  at  Goring,  a week  after  an  attack  of  supposed  chicken 
pox ; three  members  of  the  family  took  small  pox  (the  first  a 
fortnight  after  the  boy’s  return),  and  one  died.  Later  in  the  year 
the  infection  was  brought  to  Aldermaston,  from  London,  in  a 
somewhat  similar  way,  the  first  case  was  a very  light  one,  the 
second  proved  fatal;  these  occurred  at  a public  house,  which  was 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  that  at  Theale  already  referred  to. 
A few  mild  cases  also  occurred  atFrilsham,  the  origin  of  which  I 
could  not  trace ; similar  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
infection  from  spreading  in  every  instance,  and  with  perfect 
success. 

At  the  Cleve,  near  Goring,  a small  group  of  attacks  of  enteric 
fever,  of  which  one  proved  fatal,  occurred  early  in  the  year. 
The  bad  state  of  these  cottages  had  been  previously  reported  on, 
and  some  improvements  of  an  insufficient  nature  effected  ; but  the 
ventilation,  drainage,  and  closet  arrangements  were  still  very 
unsatisfactory.  Earth  closets  have  been  since  introduced,  and 
other  alterations  made,  and  no  further  illness  has  occurred. 

Scarlet  fever  was  more  or  less  prevalent  during  the  autumn 
in  Bucklebury,  Bradfield,  and  the  adjacent  parishes,  the  cases 
being  for  the  most  part  in  small  and  scattered  groups.  It 
appeared  very  probable  that,  as  regards  some  at  least  of  the 
attacks,  the  infection  spread  from  the  outbreak  at  Thatcham,  in 
Newbury  district,  that  occurred  at  the  same  time.  In  the  whole, 
about  thirty  cases  were  reported,  nine  of  which  were  fatal;  all 
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practicable  precautions  were  taken  here — as  with  the  outbreaks 
of  other  infectious  diseases — to  prevent  their  spread. 

The  mortality  of  the  entire  district  during  the  year  amounted 
to  259,  the  births  being  537.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  would 
therefore  be  16*4,  and  the  birth  rate  34*0,  this  last  exceeding 
that  of  any  area  in  the  combination.  These  rates  may  perhaps 
slightly  exceed  the  true  figures,  as  the  population  has  recently 
increased  in  Tilehurst  parish,  especially  near  Reading,  but  as  it 
is  not  possible  to  tell  the  precise  extent  to  which  it  has  gone, 
the  calculations  are  made  upon  the  census  of  1871,  after  allowing 
for  the  annual  increase  at  the  same  rate  as  during  the  decenniad 
1861-71.  The  numerous  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  and  small 
pox  have  much  increased  the  proportion  usually  due  to  zymotic 
diseases  in  this  district,  but  the  general  mortality  rates  have  been 
low,  as  also  the  percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  infancy 
and  childhood ; the  proportion  above  65  being  on  the  other  hand 
higher  than  the  mean  for  the  combined  districts. 

COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  Charman. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  measles  and  whooping  cough 
prevailed  throughout  a considerable  part  of  the  district,  and 
especially  in  the  parishes  adjoining  Maidenhead,  where  these 
complaints  were  at  the  same  time  both  prevalent  and  fatal. 
Nearly  a hundred  and  fifty  cases  were  returned  as  having  occurred 
among  the  pauper  sick  within  the  year,  but  the  mortality  was 
very  low,  two  deaths  only  being  recorded  from  each  disease. 

Scarlet  fever  has  also  appeared  in  various  localities,  though 
to  a limited  extent,  and  four  fatal  cases  occurred.  In  some 
instances  I found  on  enquiry  that  the  infection  had  been  brought 
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into  the  district  from  without,  in  others,  I was  unable  to  trace 
the  mode  of  origin.  The  children  of  infected  families  were  kept 
as  far  as  possible  from  attending  school,  the  usual  disinfectants 
supplied,  and  precautions  as  to  isolation  of  the  sick  advised. 
Two  cases  of  enteric  fever  came  to  my  knowledge,  of  which  one 
proved  fatal ; this  occurred  in  a comparatively  new  and  well 
built  semi-detached  cottage,  well  ventilated,  and  in  an  open 
place,  but  with  a common  privy  in  a (detached)  woodhouse, 
without  any  ventilation  for  the  cesspit : there  was  no  question  of  * 
milk,  or  of  water  pollution  on  the  premises,  and  no  history  of 
infection  ; the  only  fact  I could  ascertain  being  that  the  child 
first  attacked  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  water  at  school, 
and  that  this  water  had  been  complained  of,  but  no  cases  of  fever 
had  occurred  among  the  other  scholars,  so  far  as  I could  learn. 

Three  non-fatal  cases  of  small  pox  occurred,  one  being 
imported  into  White  Waltham  from  Wargrave,  and  in  another 
the  attack  was  traced  to  one  that  occurred  in  Maidenhead.  The 
Authority  promptly  adopted  my  recommendations  in  each 
instance,  and  there  was  no  spread  whatever  of  the  complaint. 

The  Inspector  of  nuisances  resigned  his  appointment  towards 
the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  return  (Table  xii.)  of  inspections, 
&c.,  ha,s  been  prepared  from  the  books  by  Mr.  Geo.  Millin,  his 
successor. 

The  year’s  mortality,  corrected  for  the  due  proportion  of 
deaths  in  the  Union  House,  amounted  to  262,  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  ot  16*2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population;  the 
births  were  496,  or  at  the  rate  of  32-4  per  1,000.  The  percentage 
of  deaths  to  births  was  therefore  considerably  under  the  mean 
rate  for  the  combined  districts,  as  was  the  proportion  of  infantile 
deaths  to  births. 

The  actual  mortality,  and  the  proportions  of  total  deaths  due 
both  to  zymotic  and  tubercular  diseases,  were  low,  and  under  the 
mean  rate  for  the  combination  ; this  was  most  marked  as  regards 
the  latter  class,  the  deaths  from  phthisis  being  below  one  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  and  less  than  half  the  general  mean  rate. 
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MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Ephraim  Davey. 

The  serious  floods  which  for  two  successive  winters  have 
occasioned  so  much  suffering  and  distress  in  this  district,  as  in 
other  low  lying  places  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  were  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  followed  by  an  outbreak  of  measles 
and  whooping  cough,  specially  affecting  the  area  over  which 
the  waters  had  extended,  viz.^  from  the  Chapel  Arches  to  Maiden- 
head Bridge.  The  cottages  in  nearly  all  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  which  had  scarcely  got  thoroughly  dry  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  from  the  previous  inundations,  again  had  their  walls, 
basements  and  floors  saturated,  the  contents  of  the  cesspits 
washed  about  the  gardens,  and  the  wells  rendered  unusable  by 
the  foul  water  with  which  they  were  flooded.  I laid  these 
matters  before  the  Authority  in  a report,  and  drinking  water  was 
supplied  by  them  in  the  localities  where  it  was  required  by 
means  of  water-carts,  while  vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  relieve 
the  distress  that  had  been  caused  by  the  visitation. 

On  account  of  the  extensive  prevalence  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough  in  the  lower  part  and  centre  of  the  town, 
which  followed  speedily  on  the  subsidence  of  the  floods  and 
occasioned  twenty  deaths,  I advised  that  the  schools  should  be 
closed  for  a time  ; this  was  follow'ed  by  a marked  diminution  in 
the  number  of  attacks  ; but  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  the  year 
that  the  outbreak  came  to  an  end. 

In  a few  localities  enteric  fever  appeared  to  a small  extent, 
but  though  five  cases  proved  fatal  during  the  year,  the  attacks 
did  not  originate  from  general  sanitary  defects,  but  rather  from 
local  causes  existing  on  the  premises  invaded  by  the  disease ; 
thus,  in  one  case,  the  faulty  joints  of  the  soil  pipe  had  burst  and 
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the  sewer  gas  escaped  into  the  room  and  passage  habitually 
used  by  the  deceased ; in  another  a defective  water-closet  trap 
had  given  way  with  a similar  result — and  the  like. 

The  condition  of  various  blocks  of  cottages  in  the  lower  and 
non-sewered  part  of  the  town  where  cases  of  fever  occurred 
has  been  reported  to  the  Authority  by  me.  In  one  instance  of  a 
long  double  row  of  tenements  built  back-to-back,  proper  through 
ventilation  was  unattainable,  and  the  closets,  on  the  pail  system, 
were  close  to  the  front  door,  with  a dead  well  for  slops  but  a 
short  distance  off ; fever  appeared  in  one  of  these  cottages  and 
nearly  all  the  inmates  were  attacked,  the  family  being  a large 
one  and  too  crowded  for  health.  Some  improvements  have 
been  effected  and  nuisances  removed,  but  the  original  faulty 
plan  of  construction  (which  the  owner  disputes)  remains  unaltered. 
In  another  block,  where  there  is  ample  ventilation,  but  which 
suffered  severely  during  the  floods,  the  closets,  cesspits,  drainage, 
and  wells  were  so  near  together  and  ill-constructed,  that  the 
former  constituted  a serious  nuisance,  and  the  water  was  exceed- 
ingly impure.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  enteric  fever  ap- 
peared here  also  in  two  or  three  tenements,  causing  one  death, 
and  I reported  thereon  fully  to  the  Authority. 

Scarlet  fever,  which  had  been  prevalent  in  the  town  towards 
the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  has  only  appeared  to  a small 
extent  during  this,  but  four  deaths  resulted  from  it.  In  one  in- 
stance there  was  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  child’s  parents 
(who  kept  a beerhouse)  to  take  any  precautions  whatever  against 
the  spread  of  the  complaint,  and  it  was  not  until  a threat  of 
prosecution  was  held  out  that  they  consented  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  given  them. 

Three  cases  of  small  pox  occurred,  all  of  which  recovered. 
The  precise  origin  of  the  infection  could  not  be  traced  as  they 
had  been  preceded  by  two  exceedingly  mild  attacks  (in  children) 
which  were  taken  for  chicken  pox,  and  got  well  without  any 
regular  medical  attendance,  so  that  no  information  was  given  to 
the  Sanitary  Officers  respecting  them,  nor  could  their  history  be 
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made  out  clearly  afterwards.  The  person  who  next  fell  ill  had 
the  disease  severely,  and  her  friends  refused  to  allow  her  removal 
to  the  hospital  huts,  which  had  been  got  ready  for  her  reception, 
until  the  attack  had  so  far  advanced  that  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  to  move  her.  In  the  interim,  two  of  her  daughters 
had  taken  the  infection,  one  living  in  the  Cookham,  and  the  other 
in  the  Windsor  Rural  District.  There  was  also  another  case  in 
a neighbouring  house.  The  Guardians,  as  the  Relief  Authority, 
provided  all  necessaries,  and  the  families  were  kept  under  close 
surveillance  till  the  attacks  were  at  an  end,  and  the  premises, 
&c.,  thoroughly  disinfected.  No  further  spread  of  the  disease 
occurred. 

The  total  deaths  for  the  year,  including  the  pro  rata  propor- 
tion of  deaths  in  the  Union  House,  were  128,  giving  a death  rate 
of  17*2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population;  and  the  epi- 
demics of  measles  and  whooping  cough  raised  the  proportion  of 
deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  to  32  per  cent,  of  the  whole  (or  5*1 
per  1,000),  which  is  much  above  the  average  of  previous  years. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  percentage  of  total  deaths  that  occurred 
in  infancy  and  childhood  was  extremely  large,  amounting  to  21*3 
under  one  year,  and  49’5  under  five.  The  births  were  228  in 
number,  which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  30*6  per  1,000,  about  the 
average  for  the  combined  districts. 

The  Inspector  reports  578  premises  visited  and  227  nuisances 
abated,  the  greater  part  referring  to  privies  and  drains.  One 
sample  of  water  was  analysed  which  I found  very  impure,  and 
advised  that  a new  well  should  be  sunk,  or  a supply  obtained 
from  the  Waterworks  Company. 
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EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Clarke. 

This  district  has  again,  as  in  the  preceding  three  years  main- 
tained its  place  as  the  healthiest  in  the  sanitary  combination  ; the 
average  death  rate  for  the  four  years  having  been  I2*2  per  i,ooo 
of  the  estimated  population  against  a general  mean  rate  of  16*7. 

A small  amount  of  zymotic  disease  has  however  been  reported, 
and  whooping  cough  proved  fatal  to  four  children  in  Sandhurst  ; 
this  being  the  only  disease  of  the  class  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  in  that  parish,  excepting  one  case  of  measles. 

Scarlet  fever  appeared  at  Easthampstead  and  at  Winkfield 
earlier  in  the  year ; and  as  soon  as  the  cases  became  known  to 
the  Sanitary  Officers,  the  infected  families  were  kept  from  school, 
disinfectants  supplied,  and  the  usual  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
the  disease  from  spreading.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  when 
writing  to  notify  the  cases  to  me,  very  justly  remarked  “ that 
early  information  of  these  outbreaks  is  indispensable  to  useful 
action ; but  that  it  cannot  be  obtained  until  it  is  made  compulsory 
to  give  information  of  all  cases  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  as 
soon  as  they  occur.”  In  my  opinion  this  duty  should  be  laid  on 
the  parent,  or  person  having  charge  of  any  one  so  suffering ; and 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  provide  sufficient  safeguards  to  pre- 
vent damage  to  the  private  interests  of  the  parties  concerned. 
Of  three  deaths  caused  by  this  complaint,  two  occurred  in  a 
family  where  there  were  lodgers  who  had  gone  away  to  reside 
in  London  after  the  illness  commenced  but  before  it  was  reported, 
and  their  whereabouts  could  not  be  traced  : it  is  extremely  pro- 
bable that  they  took  the  infection  with  them — setting  up  a fresh 
centre  in  the  place  to  which  they  went — and  it  is  by  such  occur- 
rences as  this  that  the  stamping  out  of  infection  is  so  often 
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rendered  a matter  of  g’reat  difficulty,  if  not  altogether  impractic- 
able. Another  instance,  illustrating  the  reckless  carelessness 
so  often  displayed,  occurred  in  connection  with  an  attack  of 
small  pox  under  the  following  circumstances : a female  who  had 
passed  through  the  disease  at  Eton,  and  was  said  to  be  conva- 
lescent, was  brought  to  stay  at  the  house  of  a cab  proprietor 
living  at  Winkfield,  in  a common  cab  belonging  to  a person  at 
Eton.  The  Winkfield  cab-owner  drove  his  lodger  out  constantly 
in  one  of  his  vehicles,  which  he  continued  to  use  in  his  ordinary 
business  without  making  even  a pretence  of  disinfection ; but  his 
wife  having  taken  the  disease,  the  facts  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Authority,  and  after  enquiry  into  the  circumstances,  I ad- 
vised that  proceedings  should  be  instituted  against  him ; and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Police  Authorities  in  getting  the  re- 
quisite evidence,  a conviction  was  ultimately  obtained — the 
Justices  who  heard  the  case  inflicting  a fine  of  five  pounds,  with 
two  pounds  ten  shillings  costs. 

Another  case  of  small  pox  occurred  at  a different  part  of  the 
same  parish,  where  no  history  of  infection  could  be  traced ; care- 
ful precautions  were  taken  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  one  to 
prevent  the  disease  from  spreading,  and  no  other  attack 
followed. 

The  occurrence  of  enteric  fever  has  been  reported  in  two  small 
series  of  cases  : in  the  first,  the  complaint  was  limited  to  a single 
cottage  in  which  eight  persons,  mostly  children,  were  succes- 
sively attacked.  This  tenement,  situated  not  far  from  the  Royal 
kennels  at  Ascot,  was  built  on  low  ground,  liable  to  be  flooded 
in  winter,  and  though  clean  and  carefully  kept,  it  was  damp,  had 
a suspicious  water  supply  from  a peaty  soil  and  liable  also  to 
occasional  pollution  from  pigstyes,  &c.,  the  sleeping  accommoda- 
tion was  also  too  small  for  so  large  a family.  The  other  attacks, 
were  all  those  of  children  living  in  scattered  cottages  in  different 
parts  of  Winkfield.  On  investigation  I did  not  find  on  the  premises 
any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  origin  of  their  illness,  but  on 
enquiry  I found  they  all  attended  the  same  school,  where  the 
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closets  were  out  of  order  and  likely  to  pollute  the  water  of  a 
large  artificial  pond  to  which  they  had  access  for  drinking  pur- 
purposes.  One  of  these  attacks  ended  fatally,  and  this  was  the 
only  death  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  excepting  one  case 
brought  from  London. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  unwholesome  condition  of 
a row  of  cottages  at  Buck  Row,  where  the  closets  were  badly 
constructed  and  foul,  and  the  premises  generally  dirty  and  in  bad 
condition  ; they  had  however  excellent  natural  drainage  and 
ample  ventilation,  and  I advised  that  notices  should  be  served 
on  the  owner  to  abate  existing  nuisances  and  to  carry  out  the 
works  required  to  put  the  premises  into  a good  sanitary  state. 

Seven  water  samples  have  been  analysed,  two  of  which  I 
found  to  be  considerably  polluted. 

I have  already  alluded  to  the  low  death  rate,  which  was  12*7 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the  corrected  mortality 
(excluding  that  in  Broadmoor  Lunatic  Asylum)  having  been  145 
during  the  year.  The  deaths  from  all  zymotic  diseases  were  at 
the  rate  of  1*2,  and  from  phthisis  ro  per  1,000,  being  about  one- 
half  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  districts. 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  P.  J.  Byrne. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a considerable  part  of  this  district 
again  suffered  severely  from  the  Thames  floods,  large  tracts  of 
land  being  entirely  submerged  from  Egham  to  Windsor.  At 
Clewer,  and  on  the  outskirts  of  Windsor,  the  inundation  rose  as 
high  as  the  windowsills  of  the  lower  rooms,  being  two  or  three 
feet  in  depth ; both  houses  and  gardens  were  thoroughly  sodden 
with  filthy  water,  and  as  the  closets  are  mostly  situated  at  the 
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ends  of  the  gardens,  it  was  impossible  tor  the  inmates  of  many 
houses  to  get  to  them,  so  that  the  slops  and  excreta  were  emptied 
out  of  the  windows  into  the  water  below,  while,  drains  being 
choked  and  the  contents  of  the  cesspits  forced  up,  the  filth  was 
in  some  cases  floating  about  inside  the  houses,  and  the  wells 
were  rendered  unusable.  Although  there  has  been  no  serious 
epidemic  of  zymotic  disease,  the  recurrence  of  such  a condition 
of  things,  after  the  serious  floods  of  the  previous  year,  must  have 
a tendency  to  lower  the  general  state  of  health  in  the  area 
affected  by  it,  and  both  enteric  fever  and  diarrhoea  have  also 
been  reported  to  a greater  extent  than  usual,  while  several 
attacks  of  both  diseases  proved  fatal. 

Four  cases  of  small  pox  came  to  my  knowledge  at  Engle- 
field,  Spital,  and  Egham,  three  of  which  were  removed  to  the 
infectious  ward  at  the  Union  House  (there  being  no  special 
hospital  in  the  district  to  which  they  could  be  taken)  and  two 
died.  The  infection  was  in  one  instance  brought  from  London, 
in  another  from  one  of  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  Maidenhead 
report ; the  origin  of  the  Egham  case  could  not  be  traced ; in  all 
the  further  spread  of  the  disease  was  prevented. 

In  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year  scarlet  fever  out- 
breaks were  reported  at  Clewer,  Old  Windsor,  Egham  and 
Thorpe  ; in  nearly  every  instance  I found  the  premises  in  a bad 
sanitary  state,  but  the  attacks  being  of  a mild  type  and  limited 
in  number,  only  one  death  was  recorded. 

As  regards  enteric  fever,  the  subsidence  of  the  floods  was 
followed  by  the  appearance  of  the  disease  at  Clewer,  close  to  the 
premises  where  cases  occurred  in  the  previous  year,  and  one 
attack  proved  fatal.  Shortly  afterwards  several  members  of  a 
family  living  in  a cottage  on  the  river  bank,  near  the  outfall  of 
the  new  sewerage  works,  had  the  disease ; but  after  careful 
enquiry  I could  see  no  reason  to  connect  their  illness  with  these 
works.  The  whole  neighbourhood  had  been  under  water  for 
weeks,  I also  found  that  the  sinks  discharged  over  an  insuffi- 
ciently trapped  grating  inside  the  house,  to  a dead  well,  so  that 
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foul  air  could  obtain  access  from  it  to  the  interior  of  the  dwelling*. 
In  another  instance,  where  also  there  had  been  several  attacks 
in  a g*entleman’s  residence  at  Egham,  nine  cesspits  were  found 
on  the  premises,  which  had  no  possible  outlet  for  foul  air  but 
into  the  house,  by  forcing*  the  bell  traps  of  the  sinks,  gratings, 
and  the  like.  At  Ascot,  where  for  the  last  four  years  several 
groups  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  occurred  at  irregular  in- 
tervals from  time  to  time,  the  cause  of  which  was  confessedly 
obscure,  there  has  been  a recurrence  of  the  disease  mostly  in 
the  spring  and  autumn ; the  attacks  were  not  numerous,  nor  did 
any  end  fatally ; but  though  a faulty  sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises,  and  the  use  of  sewage  polluted  water  was  found  in 
a considerable  proportion  of  cases,  the  fact  that  a large  majority 
of  the  families  who  suffered  from  the  complaint  had  their  milk 
from  one  source,  not  unnaturally  led  to  a revival  of  the  suspicions 
already  entertained  as  to  the  character  of  the  supply  from  that 
particular  farm,  and  an  investigation  of  the  whole  matter  was 
undertaken  by  Dr.  Ballard,  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  accordance  with  their  instructions. 
The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself  rendered  Dr.  Ballard  all 
the  assistance  in  our  power  in  the  enquiry,  which  was  a lengthened 
and  difficult  one. 

At  Thorpe  Lea,  during  the  autumn,  a somewhat  numerous 
series  of  “ enteric”  cases,  of  which  two  proved  fatal,  occurred  in 
several  small  ill-built  cottages  situated  on  the  low  grounds  which 
were  liable  to  inundation  in  times  of  flood.  On  inspection,  with 
Mr.  Byrne,  I found  very  foul  privies,  large  cesspits,  and  dead 
wells  (some  mere  holes  in  the  ground),  very  near  the  wells  whose 
water  supply  they  polluted ; untrapped  sinks  indoors  communi- 
cating with  the  dead  wells,  and  in  one  case  a large  and  very  foul 
piggery  and  poultry  yard.  The  cottages  themselves  were,  for 
the  most  part,  damp,  barely  tenantable,  and  without  drainage. 
A good  deal  has  since  been  done  to  amend  what  was  amiss,  but 
some  of  the  faults  in  the  buildings,  as  also  the  defects  of  the 
locality,  are  beyond  remedy  by  the  exercise  of  any  powers 
possessed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Complaint  having-  been  made  to  me  of  nuisance  alleged  to 
arise  from  Beaumont  College,  Old  Windsor,  I thoroughly  in- 
spected the  premises  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  I found  that  the  earth  closet  system  had 
been  adopted  on  a large  scale  and  was  carefully  attended  to,  no 
nuisance  arising  from  it  | but  there  were  undoubted  defects  in 
the  method  of  slop  disposal  and  of  the  suds  from  the  extensive 
laundries  on  the  premises,  as  also  in  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
waste  products  of  the  gas  works  which  supplied  the  building.  I 
reported  on  these  matters  to  the  Authority,  and  made  suggestions 
for  the  removal  of  all  reasonable  grounds  of  complaint,  which 
the  authorities  of  the  college  undertook  to  carry  out. 

I have  also  again  reported  on  the  state  of  several  of  the 
cottages  in  the  Oxford  Road,  Clewer,  some  of  which  were  in  my 
opinion  unfit  for  habitation,  but  their  owners  having  since  made 
considerable  improvements  and  repairs,  the  larger  number  have 
again  been  occupied. 

I have  also  brought  before  the  Authority  the  question  of  the 
provision  of  a hospital  for  infectious  cases  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  the  small  pox  cases  to  the  Union  House  who  were 
not  paupers,  yet  for  whom  there  was  no  other  available  accom- 
modation ; but  the  Board  came  to  the  decision  that  the  plan  they 
had  adopted  of  making  use  of  the  infectious  ward  at  the  Union 
was  sufficient  for  the  cases  with  which  they  had  to  deal,  aud 
nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter. 

During  the  year  the  new  code  of  Bye-laws  was  put  into 
operation,  and  40  new  buildings  since  erected  have  been  provided 
with  properly  trapped  drains,  impervious  and  ventilated  cess- 
pits, sink-pipes  disconnected  from  the  drains,  and  other  sanitary 
arrangements  which  will  most  materially  add  to  their  healthi- 
ness as  dwelling  houses,  and  thus,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  the 
salubrity  of  the  district. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reports  560  premises  inspected, 
and  250  nuisances  reported,  of  which  220  have  been  abated. 
Earth  closets  have  been  adopted  for  20  houses,  and  30  premises 
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were  disinfected  after  infectious  illness.  It  was  only  necessary 
to  take  proceedings  before  the  Justices  in  three  cases,  in  two  of 
which  orders  were  made  to  abate  the  nuisance  complained  of. 

Six  samples  of  water  have  been  analyzed  of  which  I only 
found  one  to  be  good,  all  the  others  being  decidedly  though  not 
largely  polluted ; but  in  one  instance  the  organic  ammonia  ob- 
tained was  probably  of  vegetable  rather  than  of  animal  origin. 

The  total  corrected  mortality,  excluding  the  proportion  of 
deaths  in  the  Union  House  due  to  the  town  of  Windsor,  amounted 
to  273,  giving  a death  rate  of  i6*i  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  and  the  births  were  556,  equal  to  a rate  of  32*6 
per  1,000. 

In  Table  vii.  the  “ corrected  ” death  rates  are  inaccurately 
given — the  proper  figures  will  be  found  in  a note  at  page  9. 

I have  already  referred  to  the  principal  zymotic  diseases, 
the  deaths  from  which  occasioned  about  1 3 per  cent,  of  the  whole 
mortality,  being  at  the  rate  of  2*1  per  1,000  living.  The  most 
fatal  complaints  of  this  class  were  diarrhoea,  with  13  deaths 
(mostly  infants  and  young  children),  and  enteric  fever,  with  nine 
cases  ending  fatally.  Phthisis,  as  in  other  years,  has  accounted 
for  a large  proportion  (42)  of  the  mortality  of  the  district,  ij 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  being  due  to  this  disease,  or  2*4  per  1,000 
living. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1877. 


TABLE  I. 

* The  Registration  Districts  thus  marked  correspond  with  those  of  the  respective  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities.  f Including  Speenhamland.  **  Including  Cookham  and  Maidenhead. 

J In  the  columns  marked  thus  (J)  the  number  of  Inmates  and  the  deaths  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  altogether  excluded  from  the  calculation  j Deaths  in  Union 
Houses  have  been  assigned  to  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts  in  proportion  to  their  population. 

In  the  column  marked  thus  (JJ)  the  Inmates  of  the  Union  Houses  are  included  in  the  estimated  population  of  REGISTRATION  DISTRICTS,  but  are  excluded  from  the  Sanitary  Districts 
unless  the  areas  coincide.  The  Inmates  of  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  situate  in  the  respective  Districts  are  entirely  excluded. 


REGISTRATION  DISTRICTS 

M 

2an 

u-  a (u 

Mean  Annual  Rate  from  1861  to  1871 

I 

*13 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

and 

Sanitary  Districts. 

0 . “ 

V r 

S.2  0 

ft 

t'f  S* 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Inhabil 

Housei 

Census 

i 

H Q.  c 

0 V 
0-0 

Acreag 

per 

Persoi 

■f^E 

g CL 

P ^ 

Mar- 

riages. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Excess 

of 

Births. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

Estima 

Popula 

middle 

1877. 

u 2 

0 Q 

I-  .52  CO 

Oi 

>874  J 

>875-1 

1876. 1 

>877.1 

NEWBURY  

42,956 

4.548 

20,641 

135-2 

643-2 

413-8 

229-4 

64*2 

21,042 

407 

S9I 

19-5 

21-3 

>7-4 

>9-3 

f Newbury  Rui’al  Sanitary  Dist.. 

41.234 

2,860 

12.938 

2-93t 

4*2 

18-2 

>3.039 

255 

373 

>9-7 

24*2 

167 

19-6 

ll 

•S  f „ Urban  District 

including 

Speenhd 

1,722 

1,448 

6,602 

026 

4-6 

44-1 

6,681 

>30 

189 

18-8 

19*0 

18-2 

19-4 

( Speenhamland  Urban  District. 

240 

I,IOI 

4-6 

1*9 

1,126 

22 

29 

20*8 

33-4 

21*4 

>9-5 

HUNGERFORD* 

98,287 

4.232 

'9.349 

5-08 

46 

121*7 

623-5 

369-5 

254-0 

53-3 

>9,074 

31S 

533 

>5-4 

19*2 

i6*i 

16-5 

ABINGDON 

56.445 

4.448 

21,561 

146-9 

683-7 

473-3 

210*4 

67-2 

21,402 

402 

688 

>9-4 

2II 

i8*o 

i8-8 

.5  Abingdon  Rural  Sanitary  Dist. 

56,100 

3,205 

15,762 

3-56 

4'9 

41-8 

15,291 

264 

505 

>79 

19*9 

16-7 

17*2 

1 „ Urban  Sanitary  Dist. 

345 

1.243 

5.799 

o‘o6 

47 

25-4 

S.957 

>38 

>83 

21*2 

22*2 

21*4 

23*2 

WALLINGFORD  

40,860 

3.132 

14,648 

88  -2 

440-9 

262*9 

178*0 

63-1 

14,833 

230 

427 

>8-5 

202 

i6*i 

>5-5 

j Wallingford  Rural  San.  Dis. ... 

40,456 

2.565 

11,676 

2-76 

4-5 

41*9 

>>,579 

183 

349 

lyS 

>9-5 

16*0 

15-8 

y [ ,,  Urban  San.  Dis..-. 

404 

567 

2,972 

0-13 

5-2 

21*2 

2,928 

47 

78 

18-7 

20*6 

i6*5 

160 

BRADFIELD*  

62,166 

3.362 

15.853 

3-92 

47 

gl-I 

496*0 

2786 

217-4 

8*2 

>5,904 

259 

537 

16-5 

17-8  ■ 

>5-7 

16-3 

COOKHAM  

29,492 

2,974 

>4.873 

86*0 

447-7 

248-7 

1 99-0 

184*2 

16,025 

262 

496 

14-7 

19-8 

14*9 

>6-3 

j Cookham  Rural  Sanitary  Dist. 

1,806 

8,700 

J ** 

4-8 

43-6 

8,278 

>34 

268 

162 

i8*9 

>5-1 

i6-2 

c ( Maidenhead  Urban  San.  Dis.... 

1,168 

6.173 

|i-98 

53 

227*8 

7.447 

I2S 

228 

12-7 

20*8 

14*8 

17-2 

EASTHAMPSTEAD* 

25,176 

1,840 

10,632 

237 

5-8 

44*1 

252-4 

147-1 

105-3 

319-6 

11,380 

>45 

326 

II*I 

14*9 

10-6 

12*7 

WINDSOR  (Part  of*) 

20,152 

2,930 

14,768 

i‘3S 

5'i 

41-7 

39>-4 

263-5 

127-9 

303-5 

I 7,040 

273 

556 

14-5 

i8'0 

i8*8 

16*1 

' (Combined  Districts.)  TOTAL... 

375-534 

27,466 

132,320 

283 

4-8 

754  9 

3978-8 

2457-4 

1521-4 

Net  Incse, 

959-5 

136,700 

2,293 

4,  >54 

Mean 

Rate  ^72 

19*6 

>6-3 

16-7 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1877. 


TABLE  II. 


No.  of  Persons  (Males  and  Females)  living  at  various  ages  in  Registration  Districts,  compiled  from  Census  Tables  of  April  3,  1871. 


REGISTRATION 

DISTRICTS. 

Under  5 Years. 
M.  F.  Total. 

5 and  under 

M.  F. 

isys. 

Total. 

15  and  under  25  ys. 
M.  F.  Total. 

25  and  under  35  ys. 
M.  F.  Total. 

35  & 

M. 

under  45  ys. 
F.  Total 

45&under55ys. 
M.  F.  Total 

& under  65  ys. 
M.  F.  Total. 

65  & under  75ys. 
M.  F.  Total. 

7S  & under  85  ys. 
M.  F.  Total. 

85  & 

M. 

under  95  ys. 
F.  Total. 

Over  95  ys. 
M.  F.  Total 

M. 

\11  Age 
F. 

s. 

Total. 

Newbury 

1302 

■364 

2686 

2574 

2420 

4994 

1562 

1822 

3384 

1142 

13S8 

2530 

1028 

1183 

2211 

935 

978 

1913 

714 

800 

1514 

476 

478 

954 

186 

23s 

421 

26 

24 

50 

2 

2 

4 

9947 

10694 

20641 

Hungerford  

1243 

1275 

2518 

2430 

2368 

4798 

1698 

1419 

3117 

1022 

1145 

2167 

1030 

1091 

2121 

924 

928 

1852 

684 

723 

1407 

506 

445 

951 

172 

202 

374 

18 

26 

44 

9727 

9622 

19349 

Abingdon 

I -,72 

1401 

2773 

2595 

2481 

5076 

1905 

1964 

.3869 

1203 

1509 

2712 

1093 

1128 

2221 

935 

ios8 

1993 

742 

857 

1599 

505 

449 

954 

169 

153 

322 

13 

27 

40 

I 

I 

2 

10532 

1 1029 

21561 

Wallingford  

97** 

1007 

1985 

IS06 

1785 

3591 

1168 

1150 

2318 

S55 

970 

1825 

7.39 

832 

1571 

609 

664 

1273 

571 

539 

1110 

340 

355 

695 

126 

121 

247 

12 

21 

33 

7204 

7444 

14648 

Bradfield 

1045 

1085 

213fl 

1936 

1865 

3801 

1331 

1136 

2467 

939 

1030 

1969 

8b  I 

8^6 

1717 

744 

735 

1479 

S94 

554 

1148 

414 

369 

783 

181 

140 

321 

23 

15 

38 

8068 

7785 

15853 

Cookham  

992 

10^ 

2018 

1859 

1796 

3655 

1245 

1156 

2401 

931 

1083 

2014 

778 

88b 

1664 

669 

097 

1368 

461 

495 

956 

309 

271 

580 

94 

100 

194 

10 

14 

24 

I 

i 

7280 

7593 

14873 

Easthampstead 

770 

680 

1450 

1341 

1131 

2472 

1033 

841 

1874 

7S7 

803 

1590 

698 

620 

1318 

494 

402 

898 

308 

246 

554 

198 

140 

338 

49 

66 

115 

II 

14 

25 

5689 

4943 

10632 

Windsor* 

1709 

1624 

3333 

2703 

2705 

5408 

2548 

2464 

5012 

2288 

2229 

4517 

1562 

1717 

3279 

1102 

1205 

2307 

713 

843 

1556 

425 

519 

944 

151 

175 

326 

15 

24 

39 

3 

I 

'4 

13219 

13506 

26725 

TOTAL  ...  ... 

9411 

9462 

18373 

17244 

16551 

33795 

12490 

11952 

24442 

9167 

10157 

19324 

7789 

S313 

16102 

6402 

6667 

13079 

47S7 

5057 

9844 

3173 

3026 

6199 

1128 

1192 

2320 

128 

165 

293 

7 

4 

11 

71666 

72616 

144282 

* The  town  of  Windsor  is  included  in  this  return,  as  it  forms  a part  of  the  Windsor  Registration  District,  but  it  is  not  in  the  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


Proportion  per  Ten  Thousand  Persons,  living  at  various  ages  in  Registration  Districts,  &c. 


REGISTRATION 

DISTRICTS. 

Under  5 Years. 
M.  F.  Total 

5 to  15 

M.  F.  Total. 

15  to  25 

M.  F.  Total 

25  ‘0  35^  , 
M.  r.  Total. 

35  to  45 

M.  F.  'lotal. 

45  to  55 

M.  F.  Total. 

55  to  65 

M.  F.  Total. 

65  to  75 

M.  F.  Total. 

75  to  85 

M.  F.  Total. 

85  to  95 

M.  F.  Total 

0 

0 

All  ages. 

M.  F. 

Newbury 

Hungerford  

Abingdon 

Wallingford  

Bradfield  ... 

Cookham  

Easthampstead 

Windsor* 

631 

642 

636 

667 

659 

667 

724 

639 

666 

659 

650 

686 

685 

689 

640 

608 

1297 

1301 

1286 

1355 

1344 

1358 

1364 

1247 

1247 

1256 

1203 

1233 

1221 

1250 

1261 

lOlI 

1172 

1223 

1150 

1218 

1176 

1275 

1064 

1012 

2419 

2479 

2354 

2451 

2397 

2457 

2325 

2023 

756 

877 

8S3 

797 

839 

837 

971 

953 

882 

733 

911 

785 

716 

777 

791 

922 

'1638 

1610 

1794 

1582 

1556 

1614 

1762 

1875 

553 

528 

558 

583 

591 

626 

740 

856 

672 

591 

699 

662 

649 

728 

755 

833 

1225 

1119 

1257 

1245 

1242 

1354 

1495 

1689 

498 

533 

5°7 

504 

543 

523 

656 

584 

573 

563 

523 

567 

540 

595 

583 

642 

1071 

1096 

1030 

1071 

1083 

1118 

1239 

1226 

453 

478 

434 

416 

469 

449 

465 

412 

473 

479 

490 

453 

463 

467 

378 

451 

926 

957 

924 

869 

932 

918 

843 

863 

346 

354 

344 

389 

375 

•tio 

290 

267 

387 

373 

397 

368 

349 

333 

2^0 

312 

733 

727 

741 

757 

724 

643 

521 

582 

231 

262 

234 

232 
261 
207 
186 

159 

231 

229 

208 

242 

233 

182 

132 

194 

462 

491 

442 

474 

494 

389 

318 

353 

90 

89 

79 

86 

114 

63 

46 

57 

114 

104 

70 

82 

88 

67 

62 

65 

203 

193 

149 

168 

202 

130 

108 

122 

12 

9 

6 

8 

15 

7 

10 

6 

1 1 

13 

12 

14 

9 

9 

13 

9 

23 

22 

18 

22 

24 

16 

23 

15 

'9 

'4 

7 

I 

'9 

'4 

•8 

18 

■8 

■7 

18 

4819 

5027 

4885 

4918 

5089 

4894 

6350 

4946 

5181 

4973 

5115 

6082 

4911 

5106 

4650 

5053 

Registration  County  \ 
of  BERKS  ...  / 

66^ 

666 

1330 

1179 

1149 

2328 

873 

846 

1719 

642 

712 

1354 

534 

576 

1110 

437 

461 

898 

325 

345 

670 

209 

207 

416 

76 

80 

156 

8 

10 

18 

■3 

■2 

■5 

4946 

5054 

All  England  & Wales. 

676 

676 

1362 

1132 

1127 

2259 

896 

946 

1842 

699 

771 

1470 

542 

591 

1133 

424 

455 

879 

282 

308 

590 

156 

180 

336 

54 

66 

120 

6 

10 

16 

'2 

■4 

■6 

4869 

5131 

* The  to^vn  of  Windsor  is  included  in  this  return,  as  it  forms  a part  of  the  Windsor  Registration  District,  but  it  is  not  in  the  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


Occupation  or  Status  of  all  persons  aged  20  years  and  upwards. 


••OCCUP.VnON  OR  STATUS. 

NEWBURY. 

M.  F.  Total. 

HUNGERFORD. 
M.  F.  Total. 

ABINGDON. 

M.  F.  Total. 

WALLINGFORD. 
M.  F.  Total. 

BRADFIELD. 

M.  F.  Total. 

COOKHAM. 

M.  F.  Total 

EASTHAMPSTEAD 
M.  F.  Total. 

WINDSOR.* 

M.  F.  Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

I.  Professional  

301 

119 

420 

179 

77 

256 

267 

116 

383 

171 

75 

246 

151 

82 

233 

213 

102 

315 

338 

50 

388 

1563 

225 

1788 

3183 

846 

4029 

2.  Domestic 

224 

4709 

4933 

306 

4261 

4567 

313 

3808 

4121 

129 

3259 

3;«i8 

223 

3671 

3894 

268 

3424 

3692 

395 

2331 

2726 

761 

6432 

7193 

2619 

31895 

34514 

203 

37 

240 

III 

27 

138 

266 

43 

309 

200 

16 

216 

123 

16 

139 

169 

9 

178 

III 

6 

117 

463 

32 

495 

1646 

1S6 

1832 

4.  Agricultural  

1966 

171 

2137 

2796 

340 

3136 

2439 

394 

2833 

2055 

208 

2263 

2202 

166 

2368 

1192^ 

89 

1281 

868 

50 

918 

II9I 

68 

1259 

14709 

i486 

16195 

6.  Non-productive,  or  of  undefined  \ 

1968 

691 

2659 

1142 

389 

1531 

1711 

1573 

3284 

1057 

421 

1478 

1045 

268 

1313 

1270 

439 

1709 

828 

240 

1068 

2674 

956 

3630 

11695 

4977 

16672 

occupation 1 

(a)  Rank  or  property  not  included  in  V 

41 

218 

1 

33 

93 

] 

18 

III 

) 

20 

121 

1 

14 

5° 

) 

25 

03 

) 

17 

S3 

276 

) 

221 

roi8 

1 

above  classes  

(b)  Labourers  of  undefined  occupation  J 

495 

6 

[760 

470 

13 

[609 

472 

III 

[712 

149 

6 

[296 

600 

10 

[674 

656 

6 

[780 

403 

2 

[ 478 

915 

II 

[1255 

4160 

165 

[5564 

5198 

5951 

11149 

5037 

5200 

10237 

5486 

6156 

11642 

3781 

4106 

7887 

4358 

4263 

8621 

3793 

4162 

7955 

2960 

273s 

5695 

7620 

8000 

15620 

38233 

40573 

78806 

* * Class  I includes  persons 


» 3 
> 4 


engaged  in  government,  local  government,  defence  of  country,  professions,  and  learning. 

„ entertaining,  personal  service,  also  wives  and  women  occupied  in  household  work,  or  assisting  in  husband’s  business, 
„ conveyance  of  men,  or  goods,  or  dealing  in  money,  or  in  household  goods, 
possessing  land,  or  working  it,  or  employed  about  animals. 

engaged  in  arts,  mechanics,  textile  fabrics,  food  and  drink,  animal  substances,  vegetable  substances,  or  minerals, 
not  returned  in  either  of  the  above  classes. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1B77. 


TABLE  III. 


Births  Registered  during  the  year 

00 

Deaths  Registered  during  the 

year 

00 

Excess  of  Birt 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1877. 

)s  over  Deaths. 

Totals  in 

Registration  Districts 
and  Sub-Districts. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rf 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1877. 

1 

1874., 

otals  in 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

'H  ^ 
a 

4th 

Quarter. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1877. 

Totals  in 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1875. 

1876. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

■874. 

■875 

1876. 

NEWBURY  

140 

137 

149 

165 

296 

295 

591 

604 

604 

625 

109 

87 

96 

115 

210 

197 

407 

406 

446 

365 

86 

98 

184 

198 

158 

260 

Thalcham  

46 

43 

31 

53 

84 

89 

173 

177 

■7' 

166 

27 

26 

24 

27 

57 

47 

104 

98 

103 

83 

27 

42 

69 

79 

83 

Newbury 

52 

49 

56 

59 

II6 

100 

216 

221 

229 

238 

40 

33 

41 

48 

74 

88 

162 

160 

■57 

■63 

42 

54 

72 

75 

Speen  

42 

45 

62 

53 

96 

106 

202 

206 

204 

221 

42 

28 

31 

40 

79 

62 

141 

148 

186 

II9 

17 

44 

58 

HUNGERFORD  ... 

144 

137 

138 

114 

271 

262 

533 

559 

534 

541 

85 

77 

69 

84 

150 

165 

315 

296 

367 

308 

121 

97 

218 

263 

167 

233 

Kintbury  

27 

32 

33 

25 

55 

62 

117 

II2 

■33 

I 14 

14 

14 

14 

■7 

31 

28 

59 

64 

89 

53 

24 

34 

58 

48 

44 

Hungerford  

77 

63 

61 

50 

127 

124 

251 

293 

254 

256 

52 

44 

37 

41 

85 

89 

■74 

163 

■75 

■77 

42 

3b 

77 

130 

79 

79 

Lambourn  

40 

42 

44 

39 

89 

76 

165 

154 

147 

I7I 

■9 

J9 

18 

26 

34 

48 

82 

69 

103 

78 

55 

28 

83 

85 

44 

93 

ABINGDON  

169 

172 

162 

185 

362 

326 

688 

702 

652 

722 

125 

116 

96 

96 

228 

205 

433 

455 

494 

438 

134 

121 

255 

325 

158 

284 

Fyfield  

20 

16 

14 

13 

31 

32 

63 

60 

54 

55 

■3 

I I 

10 

7 

■3 

28 

41 

39 

37 

39 

18 

4 

22 

21 

■7 

Abingdon 

62 

77 

67 

82 

147 

I4I 

288 

297 

273 

301 

60 

5^ 

50 

48 

nS 

91 

209 

168 

209 

194 

29 

5° 

79 

T29 

64 

Cumnor  

28 

28 

27 

35 

60 

58 

118 

II9 

II4 

125 

10 

12 

■3 

II 

23 

23 

46 

57 

59 

50 

37 

35 

72 

55 

75 

Nuneham-Courtney... 

12 

16 

20 

22 

33 

37 

70 

79 

76 

97 

20 

34 

12 

18 

47 

37 

84 

101 

97 

lOI 

-14 

— 14 

—24 

—21 

—4 

Sutton-Courtney 

47 

35 

34 

33 

91 

58 

149 

147 

■35 

144 

22 

8 

1 1 

12 

27 

26 

53 

90 

92 

54 

64 

32 

g6 

57 

43 

90 

WALLINGFORD  ... 

123 

109 

102 

93 

225 

202 

427 

479 

403 

464 

84 

77 

50 

49 

129 

131 

260 

318 

323 

271 

96 

71 

167 

161 

80 

193 

Cholsey  

69 

44 

49 

43 

II3 

92 

205 

241 

201 

217 

43 

31 

18 

27 

59 

60 

■19 

163 

158 

117 

54 

32 

86 

78 

43 

100 

Wallingford  

54 

65 

53 

50 

II2 

no 

222 

238 

202 

247 

41 

46 

32 

22 

70 

?■ 

I4I 

■55 

165 

■54 

42 

39 

83 

37 

93 

BRADFIELD  

126 

121 

131 

159 

261 

276 

537 

483 

490 

448 

76 

60 

58 

65 

131 

128 

259 

252 

284 

249 

130 

148 

278 

231 

206 

199 

Bucklebury  

39 

35 

34 

46 

83 

72 

155 

167 

■ 78 

■58 

29 

26 

12 

21 

49 

39 

88 

94 

12$ 

89 

34 

33 

67 

73 

53 

69 

Mortimer 

38 

45 

54 

50 

86 

lOI 

187 

143 

146 

144 

23 

10 

19 

28 

35 

45 

80 

76 

69 

79 

5^ 

55 

67 

77 

65 

Tilehurst 

49 

40 

43 

63 

92 

103 

195 

173 

166 

146 

24 

24 

27 

16 

47 

44 

9^ 

82 

90 

Si 

45 

59 

104 

91 

76 

65 

COOKHAM  

114 

134 

125 

123 

236 

260 

496 

497 

480 

480 

100 

71 

48 

43 

154 

108 

262 

227 

310 

237 

82 

152 

234 

270 

177 

243 

Bray 

63 

69 

65 

78 

■38 

139 

277 

264 

266 

283 

46 

34 

28 

18 

63 

63 

126 

97 

■47 

II6 

75 

76 

■51 

167 

119 

167 

Cookham 

49 

65 

60 

45 

98 

I2I 

219 

233 

221 

197 

54 

37 

20 

25 

gi 

45 

136 

130 

163 

I2I 

7 

76 

83 

103 

58 

76 

EASTHAMPSTEAD. 

77 

77 

86 

86 

175 

151 

326 

324 

278 

328 

48 

36 

33 

44 

89 

72 

161 

149 

193 

146 

86 

79 

165 

175 

85 

182 

Bracknell 

57 

54 

65 

63 

122 

117 

239 

228 

202 

218 

32 

27 

25 

30 

62 

52 

114 

in 

146 

99 

60 

65 

125 

■ 17 

56 

119 

Sandhurst 

20 

23 

21 

23 

53 

34 

87 

96 

76 

I 10 

16 

9 

8 

14 

27 

20 

47 

38 

47 

47 

26 

14 

40 

58 

29 

63 

WINDSOR  (part  of)  ... 

161 

113 

128 

154 

276 

280 

556 

515 

543 

559 

75 

77 

69 

67 

153 

135 

288 

256 

320 

329 

123 

145 

268 

259 

223 

230 

Egham  

no 

72 

90 

no 

184 

198 

382 

356 

366 

37  ■ 

44 

38 

34 

43 

83 

76 

■59 

148 

m 

200 

lOI 

122 

223 

20S 

173 

171 

Windsor  (Rural  pt.  of 

51 

41 

38 

44 

92 

82 

174 

■59 

■77 

1 88 

31 

39 

35 

24 

70 

59 

129 

108 

127 

129 

22 

23 

45 

5! 

50 

59 

TOTAL  

1054 

1000 

1021 

1079 

2102 

2052 

4154 

702 

601 

519 

563 

1244 

1141 

2385 

858 

911 

1769 

TOTAL  in  1874 

1066 

1050 

1002 

1045 

2127 

2036 

4163 

667 

538 

511 

643 

1207 

1152 

2359 

920 

884 

1804 

TOTAL  in  1875 

1026 

1009 

1004 

952 

2037 

1954 

3991 

846 

675 

581 

635 

1437 

1300 

2737 

600 

654 

1254 

TOTAL  in  1876 

1075 

1087 

998 

1007 

2091 

2076 

4167 

637 

585 

534 

587 

1233 

1110 

2343 

858 

966 

1824 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1877. 

TABLE  IV. 

No.  of  Deaths  from  all  Causes,  at  various  Groups  of  Ages,  in  Registration  and  Sanitary  Districts,  and  in 

Public  Institutions. 
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Order  i. — Diseases  of  Children. 

1 Premature  Birth 

2 Cyanosis  

3 Spina  Bifida  

4 Other  Malformations 

5 Teething  

Order  2. — AdtiUs. 

1 Paramenia 

2 Childbirth  {see  Puerperal  Fever) 

Order  3. — Old  People. 

I Old  Age  

Order  4. — Nutritioft. 

I Atrophy  and  Debility  

CLASS  V. 

Violent  Deaths. 

Order  i. — Accident  or  Negligence 
I Fractures  and  Contusions 

3 Burns  and  Scalds  

4 Poison 

5 Drowning 

6 Suffocation 

7 Otherwise 

Order  3.  — Homicide  

Order  4. — Suicide 

Causes  not  specified  or  ill  defined . 
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Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid,  and  other  continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery),  pycemia. 

t Does  not  include  Phthisis.  For  list  of  Infantile  Diseases  included,  see  heading  to  Table  vii,  33  B.  & C.  ^ 

Deaths  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  excluded  from  this  Table.  Those  in  Union  Houses  are  included  in  Registration  Districts  only. 
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Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  croup) , -whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other  continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery),  pyoemia. 

f Does  not  include  Phthisis.  For  list  of  Infantile  Diseases  included,  see  heading  to  Table  vii,  33  B.  & C. 

Deaths  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  excluded  from  this  Table.  Those  in  Union  Houses  are  included  in  Registration  Districts  only. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1877. 


TABLE  XII. 


Return,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1877. 
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Abing- 

Walling- 

Walling- 

3rad  field 

Bradfield 

Cook- 

Maiden- 

East- 

Windsor 

don 

don 

ford 

ford 

Rural 

Rural 

ham 

head 

hampstd. 

Urban 

Urban 

lira! 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

District. 

District. 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Rural 

District. 

.lisirict. 

District. 

District 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

No.  I. 

No.  2. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

Q. 

s 

i 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

b 

B.  Sargen 

W.  B. 

Salisbury. 
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1 
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1 

< 
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J.  Ford. 
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1 
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1722 

iiclud’din 

Newbury 

98287 

56100 

345 

40456 

404 

31503 

30663 

29492 

25176 

20:52 

RumI  area 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1871) 

2860 

1448 

240 

4232 

3205 

1243 

256s 

567 

1887 

1475 

1806 

u68 

5840 

2930 

Population  (Census  1871)  ••• 

■293S 

6602 

IIOI 

19349 

15762 

5799 

51676 

2972 

8906 

6947 

8700 

6173 

10832 

14956 

1.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

1267 

368 
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1890 

1200 

490 

986 

186 

599 

242 

29 

578 

437 

560 

2.  „ Inspections  for  Sanitary  Survey 

1267 

390 

530 
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79 

359 

213 

354 

100 

3.  „ Complaints  to  Sanitary  Authority  ... 
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II 
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29 

I 

4 

47 

4 

20 

4.  ,,  Nuisances  reported 

185 

57 

II 

212 

406 

9 

46 
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184 

13 

178 

121 

250 

5.  „ Formal  Notices  served  

I8s 

57 

7 

160 

406 

6 

61 

194 

75 

6 

85 

H7 

46 

6.  „ Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

5 

2 

I 

3 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

185 

52 

11 

294 

406 

29 

471 

63 

323 

152 

6 

227 

125 

220 

8. 

As  to  Privies  

107 

20 

71 

132 

3 

197 

14 

214 

106 
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i6i 

27 

76 

9.  "g 

,,  Drains  

15 

12 

28 
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74 

27 

35 

19 
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,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 
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37 

28 

17 

83 

21 

34 

21 

30 

29 
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„ Slaughter  and  Bakehouses  .. 
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,,  Dehcient  or  impure  water  •• 
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ed  houses  J 
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32 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for\ 
habitation  j 
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3 
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„ Polluted  ditches,  streams, 
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8 
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,,  Other  nuisances  

34 
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26 
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17.  No.  of  premises  disinfected  on  account! 

of  infectious  diseases > 

30 

11 
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Samples  of  water  sent  to  M.O.H 
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Earth  or  dry  closets  provided  .. 
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22 
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Water  supply  provided,  wells  sun 
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21.  , 

Other  Sanitary  works 
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